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REPORT. 

♦ 


The  state  of  American  opinion  on  the  subject  of  Governmental 
Kegulation  of  Prostitution,  when  we  entered  upon  our  work  at  the 
end  of  April, 1876,  and  up  to  the  present  time,  August,  1876,  may  be 
understood  from  the  facts  and  utterances  which  we  place  at  the 
beginning  of  this  Report.  We  knew,  before  reaching  the  United 
States,  that  several  attempts  had  been  made  to  plant  on  American 
soil  one  of  the  worst  and  most  destructive  of  all  European  institu- 
tions, prostitution  in  a sanctioned  and  legalized  form  ; but  after  our 
arrival,  when  we  had  had  the  opportunity  of  making  personal  inquiry 
and  of  reading  American  periodicals,  we  soon  found  that  our  know- 
ledge was  very  imperfect,  and  that  the  reasons  for  our  mission  were 
even  stronger  than  the  Federation  had  supposed  when  it  sent  us 
forth.  Hardly  one  week  of  the  ten  Avhich  we  spent  in  America 
passed  without  some  fact  coming  to  our  knowledge  which  indicated 
a settled  determination  on  the  part  of  some  men  to  exalt  prostitution 
from  its  degraded  and  lawless  condition  into  a position  of  rppecta- 
bility  and  honour,  though  there,  as  elsewhere,  the  profession  put 
forth,  and  no  doubt  honestly  so  in  many  cases,  was  a desire  to  miti- 
gate the  virulence,  and  to  destroy  the  effects  of  disease.  More  actual 
attempts  had  been  made  to  legalize  prostitution  than  we  wnre  aware 
of;  and  one  fresh  attempt  was  made  during  the  time  of  our  stay. 
At  present  we  are  able  to  give  the  following  facts  as  reliable,  and  as 
some  of  them  came  to  our  knowledge  in  the  most  casual  way,  it  is 
possible  that  there  may  be  others  of  equal  importance  of  which  we 
know  nothing. 

Attempts  to  Legalise  Prostitution. 

In  1868,  an  unsuccessful  effort  was  made  to  legalize  prostitution 
in  the  State  of  New  York.  In  1871  the  effort  was  renewed,  and 
with  so  much  success,  that  a Bill  passed  through  the  Legislature, 
but  failed  to  become  law  because,  by  some  irregularity,  it  never  re- 
ceived the  signature  of  the  governor  of  the  State,  though,  as  we 
understand,  he  did  not  actually  exercise  his  power  of  veto.  Last 
winter  the  Committee  on  Crime  for  the  same  State  reported  in  favour 
of  the  Regulation  System,  and  it  is  said  that  their  recommendations 
have  been  incorporated  in  a Bill  which  it  Avas  expected  would  be 
brought  before  the  Legislature  at  its  late  session,  Avhich,  however, 
passed  without  any  such  attempt.  It  will  probably  be  brought  for- 
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ward  next  sesaiDn.  The  following  memorial  was  extenaively  signed 
in  opposition  ti  this  proposal : — 

» MEMORIAL. 

“ To  the  Senate  and  Aisemhly  of  the  State  of  New  York  : — 

“ Youx  memor:  iliats,  residents  and  citizens  of  the  City  and  State  of  New  York, 
have  learned  with  much  regret  and  apprehension  of  the  official  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  on  Cri  ne  to  your  honorable  body  to  enact  laws  ‘ regulating, ’ * permitting,* 
or  ‘licensing*  proi  titutio'n.  We  respectfully,  but  earnestly  represent — that  prostitution 
is  condemned  as  .n  unmitigated  evil,  by  enlightened  science  and  by  divine  law ; that 
nothing  which  is  n orally  wrong  either  needs  or  should  receive  the  sanction  of  the  State  ; 
that  experience  al  road  has  abundantly  demonstrated  the  failure  of  licensing  prostitu- 
tion as  an  alleged  sanitary  measure  ; that  with  a large  population  of  prostitute  women 
and  men,  only  a n lative  small  number  of  women  are  licensed  and  subjected  to  medical 
inspection,  and  di  tsolute  men  are  neither  inspected  nor  restrained;  that  the  proposed 
governmental  ins\  ection  can  bo  of  no  general  value  unless  applied  impartially  to  men 
and  women  alike ; that  laws  licensing  prostitution  are  as  readily  ignored  and  perverted 
by  an  inefficient  c r corrupt  police,  and  as  easily  evaded  by  the  evil-minded  as  those 
which  declare  it  t be  unlawful  and  criminal ; that  such  laws  are  especially  liable  to 
gross  abuse  and  njustice  toward  women;  that  women  as  a class,  ask  for  no  such 
legislation,  but  gei  erally  abhor  and  oppose  it ; that  as  prostitution,  so  theft  and  murder 
prevail  and  have  long  abounded,  but  they  are  not,  therefore,  to  be  * regulated  * by 
State  ordinances  is  to  times  and  places,  where,  by  the  payment  of  * fees  ’ and  under 
government  super  usion,  theft  and  murder  may  be  committed  ; that  it  is  wrong  for  the 
S‘ate  to  license  it  morality  and  thereby,  in  effect,  to  say  to  its  citizens,  ‘you  may  sin 
with  impunity  ;’  t .lat  licensed  prostitution  is  opposed  to  the  sanctity  of  marriage,  and 
to  the  Gospel  inji  action  to  ‘ Sin  no  more,*  and  to  ‘ overcome  evil.* 

“ We  therefor*  pray  that  you  will  enact  no  law  giving  to  prostitution  legal  status 
and  guaranteeing  to  it  the  protection  of  the  State ; but  that  you  will  provide  by 
adequate  penaltie  i for  its  effectual  restraint  and  abolition  as  a hideous  immorality 
and  crime.** 

A memorial  vas  also  prepared  by  the  officers  of  the  “Women’s 
Social  Educat  onal  Society,”  of  New  York. 

On  2nd  J me,  1876,  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  City  and  County  of 
New  Y^ork,  nu  de  a Presentment  in  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
New  Y’ovk,  str  )ngly  urging  upon  the  Legislature  to  legalize  the  social 
evil.  The  Pj  esentment  is  given  below  in  our  report  of  the  work 
done  in  New  ^"ork.* 

In  1871,  Ml  attempt  made  to  subject  Chicago  to  the  Regulation 
System  was  n:  et  with  such  vigorous  opposition,  chiefly  on  the  part  of 
the  women,  tl  at  it  utterly  failed-  Dr.  Edmund  Andrews,  Professor 
of  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  in  Chicago  Medical  College, 
did  good  serviie  to  morality  and  sound  science  by  the  publication  of 
a pamphlet  eiifltled  “ Prostitution  and  its  Sanitary  Management.” 

About  the  same  time  that  the  attempt  w'as  made  upon  Chicago,  a 
Bill  was  intro  luced  into  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Califonua 
for  the  purpos  3 of  legalizing  prostitution  in  that  State.  The  nature 
of  the  Bill  L(  came  known  to  the  wife  of  one  of  the  members,  who 
thereupon  dra  led  another  Bill,  exactly  the  same  as  the  first,  with  the 
exception  of  o le  word — the  word  man  was  in  every  case  substituted 
for  the  word  uoman.  She  next  got  several  members  of  the  Legisla- 


• Dr.  Marion  Sima,  of  New  York,  says,  in  a letter  received  as  thia  goes  to  press, 
“I  shall  try  to  pa  ;s  a Bill  through  the  New  York  Legialature  this  wint^^  and  have  it 
in  operation  befor ) I come  to  England  again  next  year." 
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ture  to  promise  that  they  would  bring  her  Bill  forward  if  any  further 
progress  was  made  with  the  other.  The  simple  appearance  of  the 
second  was  enough  ; the  first  was  heard  of  no  more. 

In  1874,  there  was  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of 
Cincinnati,  an  ordinanoe  called  “ An  Ordinance  to  restrain  and  sup- 
press Houses  of  Ill-fame  in  the  City  of  Cincinnati,”  which  was  really 
intended  to  establish  the  Regulation  System;  and  this  fact  being 
known,  a number  of  influential  citizens  held  a meeting  to  protest 
against  the  passing  of  the  ordinance,  and  to  appoint  a committee  to 
draw  up  a Petition  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  stating  the  grounds  on 
which  they  objected  to  it.  This  committee  procured  pamphlets  from 
England,  and  made  themselves  so  well  acquainted  with  the  argumen+« 
and  facts  against  regulation,  as  to  be  able  to  compose  a document  of 
great  force  and  clearness  in  vindication  of  the  action  they  took.  We 
are  happy  to  add  that  they  were  successful  in  their  resistance. 

In  1874,  the  Hon.  A.  L.  Cressler  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  “ An  Act  to  provide  for 
the  decrease  of  a social  evil,  and  for  the  better  government  of  cities 
in  relation  to  Houses  of  Ill-fame.”  This  attempt  to  carry  their 
State  over  to  the  wrong  side,  roused  some  of  the  women  of  Phila- 
delphia to  take  their  stand  by  the  side  of  endangered  purity  and 
righteousness,  and  to  call  to  their  aid  all  right-minded  citizens. 
Among  other  allies  whose  help  they  secured  were  fifty-two  doctors, 
many  of  them  men  of  high  standing  and  great  influence,  who  signed 
the  following  memorial : — 

“ Protest  against  House  Bill  88,  for  Licensing  Prostitution  in 

Pennsylvania. 

“ To  Hon,  Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

“We,  tl)e  undersigued,  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Philadelpliia,  members  of  the 
College  of  Physicians,  County  Medical  Society,  etc.,  etc.,  earnestly  protest  against 
license,  or  any  sanction  by  law,  of  prostitution,  as  a concession  to  evil  for  which  there 
is  no  excuse,  a system  to  which  France  gave  birth  in  its  worst  days  of  misrule,  and 
which  M.  I ecour,  chief  of  police,  tbe  man  responsible  for  carrying  out  this  system  in 
Paris,  declares  to  have  increased  instead  of  diminishing  the  evil.  The  view  of  society 
from  which  such  laws  can  proceed,  is  low  and  sensual,  entirely  inconsistent  with  the 
maintenance  of  social  virtue  and  truth.  There  is  neither  physical  nor  social  neces- 
sity ^or  men  or  women  to  yield  themselves  to  a life  of  evil ; and  all  law  should  tend 
to  save  them  from  such  a late.  Nor  is  there  any  excuse  for  discrimination  in  favour 
of  the  strong  against  the  weak,  by  setting  apart,  under  sanction  of  law,  a class  of 
women  who  are  to  be  held  as  the  instruments  of  tbe  legalized  lust  of  habitually 
profligate  men.  The  welfare  of  society  demands  that  all  men  should  be  held  amena- 
ble to  the  same  standard  of  morals  as  is  required  of  women.  Therefore,  we  no 
protest  against  any  recognition  of  the  false  and  demoralising  claim,  that  this  most 
destructive  of  vices  and  crimes  is  a necessity.  We  affirm  that  the  evil  is  a moral  and 
social  one,  and  must  be  overcome  by  moral,  not  legislative  means.  The  battle,  to  bo 
victorious,  must  be  fought  with  the  weapons  of  pure  moral  principles." 

The  Regulationists  were  defeated  here  also. 

On  three  different  occasions  attempts  have  been  made  to  place  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  which  Washington  is  situated,  under  some 
regulation  system,  but  without  success.  We  were  informed  that 
the  defeat  of  one  of  these  attempts  was  due  almost  entirely  to  the 
promptitude  and  energy  of  a lady,  Miss  Edsou,  then  resident  in 


6 


7 


looking  to  tli( 
of  the  diseas 
appalling  in  i 
upon  his  uuo 
so  humane  i 
sense,  has  m* 
philanthropic 
than  whom  n 
strongly  advo 
of  legal  enact 
He  regards  it 

“ ‘ The  preji 
men  must  marcl 
reproached  and  i 
to  check  positiv 
which  the  counh 
enterprise — the } 
politician.’  ‘W 
liborately  scatter 
to  kill  a person  t 
and  ship  fever  ? 
contagious  disoai 
not  strictly  eufo 
plague  prevails, 
an  occupation,  a 
follows  it  and  i 
who  sells  unwho 
vegetables,  or  Ih 
to  punish  by  dea 

‘‘  I have  a 
the  attention 
at  no  distanl 
authorities  of 

In  accord 
drafted  (No.  1 
on  March  Is 
regulate  the 
District  of  ( 
following  dan, 


Learning  late  one  evening  that  such  a proposal 
>efore  Congress  the  next  day,  she  instantly  left  her 
it  almost  the  whole  night  in  visiting  newspaper  offices, 
‘ditors,  and  ringing  Congress-men  out  of  their  beds 
n of  the  character  of  the  Dill,  and  to  implore  them  to 
3y  this  means  time  was  gained,  and  with  the  assistance 
continued  an  opposition  which  "was  ultimately  succ<^ss- 
et  to  say  that  these  efforts  cost  her  her  life  ; she  soon  fell 
xertion,  and  died — a martyr  to  our  cause, 
ving  paragraph,  which  is  taken  from  the  report  of  the 
,th  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  1875,  will  show  what 
of  that  body  ; — 

aber  of  our  principal  cities  ordinances  have  been  enacted 
medical  inspection  of  prostitutes  and  the  sequestration 
‘d,  with  the  view  of  arresting  the  spread  of  a malady 
s effects,  not  only  upon  the  victim  hut  not  iiufrequeritly 
fending  posterity.  The  legislation  of  bawdy  houses  for 
purpose,  startling  as  it  may  he  to  a sensitive  moral 
ny  powerful  advocates  among  the  thoughtful,  wise,  and 
of  the  community.  Dr,  S.  T.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia, 
) higher  sanitary  authority  exists,  has  published  a paper 
jating  the  agitation  of  this  subject,  and  the  enforcement 
meuts  for  the  prevention  and  arrest  of  a widespread  evil, 
of  course  from  a purely  hygienic  standpoint : — 

Jices  winch  surround  the  subject,’  he  says,  ‘must  be  swept  away,  and 
to  the  front  and  dischar;;e  their  duty,  however  much  they  may  be 
bused  by  the  ignorant  and  foolish  ; positive  a'*tion  must  be  organised 
evil,  to  ]>romote  public  good,  and  to  treat  the  festering  sore  under 
y has  so  long  groaned.  All  must  lend  a helping  hand  in  the  great 
hysician.  the  legislator,  the  philanthropist,  the  churchman,  and  tlie 
lat  would  be  thought  of  a man,’  he  continues,  * who  went  about  de- 
ng  poison  and  thus  sowing  the  seeds  of  death?  Is  it  less  criminal 
ith  the  virus  of  syphilis  than  with  the  virus  of  small  pox,  scarlatina. 
Are  there  not  stringent  laws  for  the  prevention  of  these  and  other 
es?  ^Yhen  yellow  fever  prevails  in  a foreign  country,  is  quarantine 
ced  against  all  vessels  touching  at  our  shores?  When  the  cattle 
3 not  the  importation  of  cattle  strictly  prohibited?  Prostitution  is 
profession,  a trade,  a business,  and  is  the  degraded  creature  who 
ifects  those  who  hold  commerce  with  her,  any  better  than  the  baker 
esome  bread,  the  woman  who  poisons  her  customer  with  decayed 
» butcher  who  sells  infected  meat — a crime  which  the  dark  ages  used 
.h  ?’ 

lliuled  to  this  subject  because  it  is  at  this  time  attracting 
jf  sanitarians  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  may 
day  he  forced  upon  the  consideration  of  the  health 
this  district.’* 

tnee  with  these  views  the  Board  of  Health  had  a Bill 
1440),  and  introduced  into  the  House  of  Representatives 
t,  187G.  It  is  called  a Bill  “to  further  define  and 
powers  and  duties  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the 
'olumbia,**  including  Washington,  and  in  it  are  the 
ferous  clauses: — “Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 


House  of  Eepresentatives  of  tlie  United  States  of  America  Con- 
fess assembled-That  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  tlio  hoard  of  health  of 
the  District  of  Columhia,  in  addition  to  the  powers  heretofore  con- 
fared  upon  Ini  exercised  by  s»id  board,  to  make  all  peedtul  ndes 
and  regulations.  First : For  the  enforcement  of  quaranUne  on  the 
Zrt  of  vessels,  canal  boats,  railroad  cars,  or  other  conveyances,  puhhe 
or  private,  in  which  passengers  or  things  of  any  kind  are  carried  or 
transported  ; their  cargoes  or  persons,  or  things  from  or  belonging  to 
sS%esselL  canal  boats,  railroad  cars,  or  other  conveyances,  in- 
cludinrf  all  reasonable  inspections,  detentions,  and  purijications,  to 
XZii  the  introduction  and  spread  of  contagious  or  infectious 
dVais  in  the  District  of  Columhia,  and  to  provide  tor  the  summary 
rrm^ai  of  persons  and  property,  and,  in  extreme  cases  of  grave 
dancer  to  the  public  health,  the  destruction  of  infected  property. 
SecLd : To  secure  to  said  board  the  exclusive  control  and  manage- 
ment of  all  hospitals,  for  care  and  treatment  of  persons  afflicted  with 
small-pox,  and  other  contagious  and  infectious  diseases,  now  or  here- 
Ster  to  be  established  in  said  district,  the  enforcement  of  ^ccmatiou 
and  the  reasonable  supply  of  vaccine  matter.  Se’senth.  For  the 
prevention,  abatement,  and  removal  of  any  other  matter  or  thin ^ 
within  said  district,  dangerous  to  human  life  or  the  public  health. 

The  aim  and  scope  of  this  measure  are  sufficiently  clear  when 
once  we  remember  who  conceived  and  teamed  it,  ^^z.,  the  very  Board 
of  Health  which  has  expressed  n strong  desire  to  “ I’eplate  prostitu- 
tion and  which  will  have  the  working  of  its  own  Bill.  And  not  only 
so  this  Bill  is  made  still  more  dangerous  by  the  fact  that  it  he 
passed,  if  passed  at  all,  by  Congress,  which  is  a national  body  Thus 
ft  would  k-er  afterwards  he  cited  by  the  ‘ Replatiomsts  as  an 
example  of  what  might  bo  done,  and  should  he  done,  by  the  Le^s- 
lature^s  of  the  different  States.  They  would  be  able  to  assume  that 
the  principle  for  which  they  contended  as  being  right,  and  its 
applifation  wise  and  beneficial,  had  been  granted,  and  that  for 
S State  to  stand  aloof  was  foolish,  obstructive  and  dangerous  to 
thJ  general  welfare.  This  Bill  has  not  yet  passed ; nor  will  it  ever 
do  si  if  the  women  of  Washington  and  o her  friends  of  our  cause 
there  can  prevent  it.  Before  wo  reached  the  city  they  had  detected 
and  exposed  its  dangerous  nature,  and  had  taken  steps  to  see  that  it 
"verEme  law.  What  share  we  had  in  hindering  its  progress  will 

hp  told  in  our  report  of  work  done  at  V'  ashington. 

Attention  should  be  called  to  two  irregular  attempts  to  introduce 
the  licensing  system  into  Baltimore.  One  was  made  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Grand  Jury,  a few  years  &go  ; but  as  soon 
scheme  of  licensing  he  was  met  by  objections  advanced  by  Mr.  Fran 
King,  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  who  was  familiar  with  its 
nature  and  with  its  operations  in  Europe.  So  firmly  and  intelligeutly 
was  he  resisted  by  his  brother  juror  that  he  at  once  abandoned  las 
purpose  of  urging  the  scheme  for  acceptance,  and  nothing  has  ever 

been  heard  of  it  since. 


8 


The  othe  ■ attempt  waa  made  by  the  brothel-keepers  of  the  city, 
who  are  cons  .antly  harassed  by  raids  by  the  police.  Arrested  and 
fined  at  irref^i  lar  times,  just  when  the  police  choose  to  interfere  with 
them,  for  car  ying  on  such  houses,  they  offered  to  compound  the 
punishment  t ^ p*iying  a regular  yearly  amount,  which  should  exempt 
them  from  a 1 further  liability.  Several  active  philanthropists  de- 
tected the  evi  of  the  suggested  plan,  and  succeeded  in  preventing  its 
adoption. 

St.  Louis. 

We  come  now  to  the  solitary  instance  in  which  the  Regulation 
System  once  gained  a footing  in  the  United  States,  that  of  St.  Louis. 
The  method  by  which  it  was  introduced  w'as  not  unworthy  of  the 
general  tactics  of  its  friends, — the  alteration  of  the  city  charter  by 
the  introductim  of  two  words,  “ or  regulate,”  into  the  clause  which 
was  supposed  to  be  framed  for  the  suppression  of  prostitution ; and 
then  the  clau5e  gave  power  ^‘to  suppress  or  regulate  houses  of  ill- 
fame.”  The  Rev.  Dr.  Eliot,  of  Washington  University,  took  a lead- 
ing part  in  oj  posing  the  new  regulation,  and  it  should  be  added  that 
along  with  h ra  were  the  good  women  of  the  city,  4000  of  whom 
petitioned  agi  inst  it  ; indeed  it  seems,  so  far  as  we  could  learn,  that 
one  of  these  women,  instructed  and  guided  by  some  of  our  English 
pamphlets,  w is  the  first  to  see  and  understand  the  nature  of  what 
had  been  do:  le,  and  to  raise  an  alarm  against  it.  At  length  the 
clause,  after  having  been  in  force  about  four  years,  from  1870  to 
1874,  was  re]  ealed  by  a unanimous  vote  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  Lie  utenant-Governor  Charles  P.  Johnson  making  an  able 
and  exhausthe  speech,  exposing  “the  deception  in  which  it  had  been 
incubated,  ths  fraud  in  which  it  had  been  born,  and  the  abortive 
deformity  in  yhich  it  was  flourishing.” 

The  regu  ationist  party,  though  defeated,  were  not  destroyed,  as 
the  following  extract  from  the  New  York  Tribune  of  April  17th, 
1876,  shows  : — 

" Solution  of  a Famous  St.  Louis  Problem. 

'*  From  an  Occasional  Correspondent  of  the  Tribune.) 

" St.  Louis,  April  10. — The  meetings  of  the  13  * Freeholders  ’ to  prepare  a new 
charter  for  St.  L >uiB  are  now  held  daily,  with  fair  prospect  of  satisfactory  results.  It 
is  probably  the  I ast  opportunity  ever  ofTeied  to  any  municipality  to  adjust  a charter 
to  its  own  uses  a id  demands,  and  a majority  of  the  13  being  men  of  good  character 
and  standing,  ou  ■ citizens  are  quite  hopeful.  In  one  respect,  the  new  charter  will 
necessarily  disaj  point  some  of  those  who  are  its  makers.  They  have  been  confidently 
expecting  to  intr  iduce  the  Social  Evil  Kegulation  laws  in  such  a way  that  the  com- 
munity would  b<  compelled  to  accept  them  or  reject  the  whole  charter.  To  their 
chagrin  they  fint  that  the  new  Constitution  of  the  State  distinctly  and  repeatedly 
restricts  such  ch  rter  from  doing  anything  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  State,  by  which 
prostitution  is  m ide  a crime  and  absolutely  prohibited.  Further,  the  same  Constitu- 
tion prohibits  th<  State  Legislature  from  all  special  legislation  for  localities,  and  a 
license  law  woulc  apply  to  the  whole  State,  if  at  all.  This  puts  social  evil  license  at 
rest.” 

We  wish  it  riay  be  so,  but  we  are  not  without  fear  that  the  contest 
may  again  be  renewed. 

Besides  tiiese  authenticated  attempts  to  introduce  “regulation" 
into  America,  we  beard  rumours  as  to  its  having  been  tried  or  pro- 
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posed  in  other  places,  which  w’e  fear  indicate  a pretty  wide  diffusion 
of  the  tendency  towards  such  experiments. 

Regulationibt  Teachings. 

The  indisputable  facts  which  we  have  recorded,  proved  to  us  that 
there  was  some  strong  and  resolute  party  in  the  Union  working  for  a 
definite  object.  It  might  not  be  an  organised  party:  the  men  com- 
posing it  might  not  know  much,  if  anything,  of  each  other.  Never- 
theless the  extent  of  country  over  which  the  attempts  to  legalize 
prostitution  had  been  made,  together  with  the  fact  that  some  places 
had  been  attacked  two  or  three  times,  showed  that  a dangerous  force 
was  at  work  in  social  and  political  life,  and  that  it  w'as  creating  and 
calling  to  itself  its  various  affinities  which,  in  due  time,  would  become 
organized  and  formidable.  We  therefore  gave  what  attention  we 
could  to  discover  w’ho  w'ere  the  teachers  of  this  materialistic  and  im- 
moral system ; what  were  the  arguments  they  used  ; and  to  what 
examples  they  appealed  in  support  of  their  suggestions.  An  active 
and  intelligent  friend  put  into  our  hand  some  mumbers  of  the  Medical 
Gazette,  published  in  New  York,  and  to  these  we  soon  added  more 
numbers,  which  we  sought  out  and  bought.  In  the  years  1870  and 
1871,  we  found  several  articles  devoted  to  the  exposition  and  defence 
of  “ Regulationist”  views,  some  of  them  of  the  coarsest  and  most 
immoral  kind.  A few  sentences  will  serve  as  specimens.  “ A lusty 
youth  finds  the  social  evil  in  operation — finds  women  who  have  in 
moat  instances,  as  records  show,  adopted  their  vocation  from  choice, 
and  with  whose  degradation,  therefore,  he  cannot  be  blamed,  and 
with  whom,  in  a worldly  point  of  view,  there  is  seldom  danger  of  his 
affections  becoming  sufficiently  entangled  to  give  them  an  influence 
over  him — and  here  he  seeks  the  unsentimental  gratification  which  in 
its  higher  phase  is  denied  him.  In  all  this  there  may  be  bodily  traits 
which  are  revolting  to  the  less  youthful  and  more  refined  mind  ; but 
as  physiologists  we  utterly  fail  to  perceive  wherein  the  soul  is  involved. 
It  is  surely  preposterous  to  assert  that  a natural  act,  which  is  per- 
fectly right  and  proper  if  only  a civil  magistrate’s  form  be  complied 
with,  becomes  in  itself  sinful  in  the  absence  of  that  form.”  “Para- 
doxical as  it  may  seem  therefore,  there  is  some  ground  for  the  belief 
that  in  many  instances  that  which  we  call  lewd  intercourse  may,  by 
silencing  men’s  merely  animal  cravings,  lead  them  to  more  respectful 
thoughts  of  virtuous  women  than  they  would  otherwise  entertain.” 
“ With  regard  to  the  necessary  existence  of  prostitution  in  social 
communities,  where  natural  laws  are  overruled  by  prudential  con- 
siderations, the  theory  of  physiology  is  borne  out  by  the  experience 
of  all  ages,  and  we  have  ^ready  given  reasons  why  its  suppression 
would  not  be  desirable,  even  if  it  were  practicable.” 

We  now  add  some  extracts  from  an  address  by  Dr.  Gross,  of 
Philadelphia,  which,  because  of  the  reputation  and  influence  of  their 
author,  deserve  special  notice.  The  address  extends  to  the  propor- 
tions of  a pamphlet,  and  is  called — “ Syphilis  in  its  relation  to  the 
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National  Healt  i ; being  the  address  in  Surgery,  delivered  before  the 
American  Med  cal  Association,  at  its  meeting  at  Detroit,  June  3rd, 

1874.”  ” Th<  only  remedy,”  siiys  Dr.  Gross,  “ for  this  evil”  (vene- 

real disease),  is  the  licensing  of  prostitution,  a remedy  which  has 
worked  so  well  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  and  in  England,  as  to 
deserve  to  be  i iitroduccd  into  this  country,  where,  as  abroad,  under 
proper  restrict  .ous,  it  could  not  fail  to  be  productive  of  vast  good  in 

promoting  the  national  health  and  lessening  the  mortality  from  num-  J 

berless  disease  s more  or  less  dependent  upon  the  prejudicial  etfects  of 

the  syphilitic  virus.  To  legalise  crime,  as  i)rostitutiou  has  always 

been  considert  i to  be,  is  to  arouse  at  once  the  worst  prejudices  of  the 

public,  and  to  sxcite  the  bitterest  opposition,  on  the  ground  that  such 

a measure  woi  Id  tend  to  encourage  vice  and  immorality.  But  would  f 

the  licensing  )f  brothels  or  houses  of  ill-fame  really  have  such  an 
effect  ? I am  wer  unhesitatingly.  No.  On  the  contrary,  it  would 
tend  greatly  tc  diminish  both,  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  greatly 
lessen  the  dan  ^ers  of  syphilitic  infection.  Viewed  from  this  stand- 
point, a stan  Ipoint  of  a purely  hygienic  character,  the  question 
assumes  a na  ional  importance,  and  it  becomes  our  solemn  dutv,  as 
the  represent}  tives  of  a great  and  learned  profession,  to  look  it 
squarely  and  1 'oldly  in  the  face,  in  utter  disregard  of  the  fact  that  it 
is  tabooed  in  < ertain  quarters,  or  by  certain  classes  of  people  who  are 
entirely  unacq  minted  with  its  merits.  The  prejudice  that  surrounds 
it  must  be  swt  pt  awiiy,  and  men  must  march  to  the  front,  and  dis- 
charge their  d ity,  however  much  they  may  be  abused  or  reproached 
for  their  condi  ict  by  the  foolish  and  ignorant.  Positive  action  must 
he  organised  1 o check  positive  evil,  to  promote  positive  good,  and  to 
heal  the  fester  ng  sore  under  which  the  country  has  so  long  groaned.” 

“ All  must  lei  d a helping  hand  in  the  great  enterprise,  the  physician, 
the  legislator,  the  philanthropist,  the  churchman  and  the  politician  ; 
nay,  woman  hi  rself  should  not  be  kept  in  the  background.  She,  too, 
should  give  it  her  influence.  The  fact  that  the  subject  is  attracting 
general  attent:  on  in  this  country,  shows  that  our  people  are  in  earnest 
about  it.”  Ir  a note  on  the  repeal  of  the  St.  Louis  Ordinance,  Dr. 

Gross  says  : — “ Since  this  address  was  written,  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Missc  uri  has  seen  fit  to  repeal  the  ordinance  regulating  pros- 
titution in  Si . Louis,  on  what  grounds  does  not  exactly  appear. 

Doubtless  the  prejudice  of  the  religious  portion  of  the  community  is 
entitled  to  th<  principal  credit  in  bringing  about  this  result ; for  we 
are  told  in  an  editorial  in  the  Missouri  Medical  Record,  of  May 
16th,  that  the  system  had  acted  most  beneficially  in  the  interests  of 
the  communit ' and  welfare  of  the  prostitute.  Many  of  the  inmates 
of  the  House  >f  Industry,  influenced  by  the  ministrations  of  good 
men  and  noble  women,  had  been  seeking  the  purer  and  better  way,* 
and  had  becoi  le  so  fully  aware  of  the  physical  advantages  arising 
out  of  the  lau  , that  not  a few  of  them  voluntarily  subjected  them- 

• Still  as  prostitutes,  be  it  remembered  J 
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selves  to  inspection,  at  their  own  expense,  after  the  abrogation  of  the 
ordinance.”  We  have  italicised  the  last  sentence  as  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  utterances  to  be  found  in  all  the  extraordinary  literature 
of  that  bad  cause  which  seeks  to  protect  vice,  and  then  casts  about 
for  some  moral  reasons  for  an  immoral  act.  Its  monstrous  contra- 
dictoriness and  staggering  frankness  have  their  match  in  other  i>arts 
of  the  phamphlet,  e.  g. But  I am  not  waging  a war  against  pros- 
titution. The  object  of  the  licensing  law  is  not  to  prevent  this  evil, 
but  to  arrest  the  spread  of  syphilis,  and,  through  the  agency  of  good 
men  and  women,  to  reclaim  the  so-called  * fallen  sister.  ! ! 

Dr.  Gross  is  painfully  conscious  of  the  diflSculties  which  beset  all 
attempts  at  practical  legislation  in  the  direction  which  he  wishes  law 
to  take.  He  says—”  One  very  great  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  prac- 
tical operations  of  a licensing  law  would  be  the  framing  of  a Bill  of 
an  entirely  unexceptionable  character.  Great  judgment  and  care  would 
be  necessary  in  the  selection  of  a proper  title  : if  this  be  offensive,  or 
too  conspicuous,  it  would  at  once  call  forth  opposition.  My  opinion 
is  that  the  entire  subject  should  be  brought  in,  as  it  has  been  in 
England,  under  the  head  of  the  ‘ Contagious  Diseases  Acts,’  a phrase 
not  likely  to  meet  with  serious  objection,  as  it  would  serve  as  a cloak 
to  much  that  might  otherwise  be  distasteful  to  the  public.  The  word 
‘licensing’  should  not  be  used  at  all  in  this  connection,  as  its  purport 
is  liable  to  be  misunderstood— many  persons  supposing  that  the 
‘ licensing  law’  is  designed  to  encourage  and  extend  prostitution,  in 
the  same  sense  that  a licensed  coffee  house  (for  example)  encourages 
the  use  of  liquor,  with  its  attendant  vdee  and  immorality.  The  word 
‘ regulate’  would  be  better,  but  even  this  has  its  objections.”  Much 
as  Dr.  Gross  deprecates  the  use  of  the  word  licensing,  he  himself 
continually  uses  it,  as  for  example  in  continuation  of  his  remarks  on 
the  difficulty  of  commencing  practical  operations— “ The  greatest 
opposition  to  the  enactment  and  the  efficient  enforcement  of  a law 
licensing  prostitution  would  necessarily  come  from  the  clergy  and 
other  religious  people,  who,  without  understanding  the  nature  of  these 
diseases,  and  their  extensive  prevalence,  too  often  regard  them  as 
visitations  of  Providence,  and  every  measure  of  this  kind  as  an  unholy 
attempt  to  ‘license  shame,’  ‘legalise  vice,’  and  ‘encourage  crime,’ 
and  other  twaddle  as  unmeaning,  when  applied  to  such  a serious 
matter,  as  it  is  unbecoming  a Christian  people.”  “Regarding  prosti- 
tution as  a necessary  evil,  an  evil  which  has  existed  from  the  earliest 
periods  of  society,  and  which  must  endure  to  the  end  of  time,  until 
the  angel  Gabriel  shall  sound  the  last  blast  of  his  trumpet  to  summon 
together  a fallen  world, ‘it  should  be  the  duty  of  every  right-thinking, 
rational,  progressive  man,  to  do  all  he  can  tow'ards  the  suppression  of 
an  evil  far  more  pernicious  in  its  influences  and  effects  upon  mankind 
than  any  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  drunkenness  not  excepted. 
In  reflecting  upon  this  subject,  I am  sometimes  inclined  to  believe 
that  prostitution  is  the  normal  condition  of  the  human  race.  Or,  if 
we  reject  this  proposition,  so  offensive  to  good  taste,  it  must  be  ad- 
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mitted,  beyond  tbe  possibility  of  doubt  or  cavil,  that  tbe  practice  is  so 
intimately  inte  woven  with  our  social  system  as  to  form  an  essential 
part  of  it.  In  either  event  tbe  evil  is  a most  sad  one.”  Further 
quotation  from  this  pamphlet  is  unnecessary.  We  would  sim])ly 
observe,  before  leaving  it,  that  England  furnishes  one  great  example 
of  so-called  su  xessful  legislation  for  regulating  prostitution,  to  which 
Dr.  Gross  tun  .s  with  constant  admiration.  In  his  opinion,  her  Con- 
tagious Disea  les  Acts  are  happily  named  ; her  plans  of  work  are 
skilfully  constructed;  and  her  undoubted  and  wonderful  successes 
are  enough  tc  excite  the  emulation  of  his  country,  which  he  urges 
and  incites  to  follow  her. 

We  now  re'  er  to  the  “Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,” 
which  in  1874 , received  the  following  commendation  from  Dr.  Gross, 
on  account  of  ts  advocacy  of  the  Regulation  System.  “ It  affords  me,” 
he  says,  “gref  t pleasure  to  refer  to  this  journal  in  connexion  with  the 
discussion  of  ( his  question,  as  it  is  one  of  the  few  medical  periodicals 
in  the  United  States  sufficiently  thoughtful  and  independent  to  place 
it  in  its  true  li  ght  before  the  profession  and  the  world.”  On  May  20, 
1876,  this  joi  rnal  had  an  article  on  “ State  Sanctioned  Profligacy,” 
which  wound  up  thus: — “We  sincerely  trust  that  the  members  of 
the  medical  si  oieties  which  meet  here  this  summer  will,  quite  undis- 
turbed by  tbi  clamour  of  the  wilfully  ignorant  and  self-righteous, 
urge  with  veb  emence  the  sanitary  control  of  contagious  venereal  ilis- 
eases.  No  oi  e pretends  that  the  best  possible  plan  has  been  devised 
to  reach  this  md ; no  one  can  deny  but  that  the  imperfect  plans  now 
in  operation  u England  have  done  real  and  great  good ; and  none 
but  the  blind  y prejudiced  will  say  that  we  should  give  up  the  attempt 
at  reform.”  1 a this  article  the  example  of  England  is  specially  quoted 
in  favour  of  r ^gulation. 

The  number  of  this  journal  bearing  date  April  15th,  1876,  has  a 
short  article  uititled  “ The  Success  of  the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts 
in  England,’  which  is  based  on  “an  official  report  quoted  in  the 
English  mei  ?al  journals.”  In  this  article  the  notoriously  false  sta- 
tistics respecting  Plymouth,  Devonport,  and  Stonehouse,  are  paraded 
with  such  CO  itidence  in  their  truthfulness  as  only  ignorance  could 
display. 

Along  ec  itorial  was  given  on  “License  Laws,”  on  June  8rd, 
1876,  in  whi(  h ourselves  and  our  mission  received  some  notice ; but 
there  is  nothi  jg  in  it  deserving  of  quotation,  if  we  except  three  sen- 
tences which  show  the  purely  professional  and  contracted  view  of  the 
question  taken  by  the  Editor.  “It  will  be  observed  that  neither  of 
these  delegati  s is  a medical  man.  Noticeable  in  this  connexion  is  it 
that  not  a si  igle  medical  journal  of  any  standing  in  Great  Britain 
or  on  the  Cc  ntinent  of  Europe  opposes  these  laws.  They  are  all 
strofigly  in  fa  vour  of  them.” 

The  influ  mce  of  all  this  teaching  appears  in  many  reports  and 
official  uttera:  ices  of  Boards  of  Health,  Committees  on  Crime,  Grand 
Juries,  Prisoi  Committees,  &c.  Met  by  the  evil  of  prostitution  in 
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many  ways,  many  of  these  guardians  of  the  health  and  morals  of  the 
people  imagine  that  they  have  found  a remedy  for  it  in  the  shallow 
and  unprincipled  device  of  regulating  it. 

The  grief  and  shame  of  an  Englishman  on  reading  such  teaching 
as  has  been  quoted  are  deepened  and  intensified  when  he  marks  the 
time  of  its  appearance  in  the  sister  country  ; it  is  found  after  the  date 
of  the  departure  of  his  own  country  from  the  standard  of  righteous- 
ness. Though  it  may  have  been  propounded  at  an  earlier  time,  we 
did  not  come  upon  any  traces  of  it  until  after  1864 ; certain  it  is  that 
no  overt  attempts  to  secure  legislative  enactments  in  favour  of  prosti- 
tution were  made  until  England  had  set  the  unhappy  example  of 
pasoing  them.  It  may  be  safely  assumed  that  the  present  attempts 
would  cease  were  England  to  change  her  policy  by  repealing  the 
Contagious  Diseases  Acts,  and  thus  America  would  wholly  escape  the 
threatened  plague.  Next  to  this  happy  event,  the  duty  of  England 
is  to  raise  a warning  against  her  own  sinful  conduct,  and  to  dis- 
suade all  who  are  influenced  by  it  from  copying  it.  How  far  this 
duty  has  been  done  will  appear  in  some  measure  from  the  succeeding 
part  of  our  narrative. 

Nrw  Yobk. 

When  we  landed  at  New  York,  on  April  24th,  we  were  glad  to 
find  that  preparations  for  a conference  of  a few  friends  in  that  city 
had  been  already  made  by  Mr.  Aaron  M.  Powell  and  Mrs.  Gibbons, 
both  of  whom  continued  to  the  end  of  our  mission  to  give  us  valuable 
aid,  and  on  whose  enlightened  judgment  and  invincible  conscientious- 
ness we  feel  sure  the  cause  of  purity  may  always  safely  rely.  On 
April  25th,  we  met,  at  Mrs.  Gibbons’  house,  some  twelve  or  fifteen 
ladies  and  gentlemen  to  whom  we  explained  the  object  of  our  coming, 
and  from  w^hom  we  received  suggestions  as  to  the  best  course  to 
pursue  during  our  stay  in  America.  They  formed  themselves  into  a 
committee  of  arrangements,  and  drew  up  and  signed  a circular  calling 
a larger  conference  to  be  held  on  May  3rd,  at  the  parlours  of  the  New 
York  Infirmary,  an  institution  which  is  used  for  the  education  of 
women  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery.  Until  the  day  of 
the  conference  we  spent  most  of  our  time  in  delivering  the  numerous 
letters  of  introduction  which  we  had  to  influential  citizens,  and  in 
giving  information  privately  to  all  whom  we  had  the  good  fortune  to 
find  at  home. 

The  conference  at  the  New  York  Infirmary  was  attended  by  about 
forty  ladies  and  gentlemen  ; and  although  some  of  them  had  come 
with  a feeble  sense,  if  any  sense  at  all,  of  the  gravity  of  the  question 
to  be  laid  before  them,  and  others  quite  scouted  the  idea  that  America 
was  in  any  danger  of  following  the  example  of  Europe,  our  facts 
about  England,  especially  those  about  her  conduct  in  India  and  China, 
pricked  their  hearts  to  the  quick,  and  opened  their  eyes  to  see  that 
they  might  sometime  find  their  country  as  deejdy  implicated  in  im- 
morality as  ours  is.  If  England’s  fall  has  encouraged  the  “ specialists” 
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to  attempt  Ar  lerioa’s  present  security,  so  has  it  also  served  as  a 
Boleran  waruin  ? to  Cliristian  patriots  not  to  be  over-confident  of  their 
country’s  puri.y  and  safety.  The  conference  was  somewhat  divided 
upon  the  grounds  on  which  the  licensing  of  prostitution  should 
he  opposed,  t iie  party  taking  purely  moral  grounds,  and  the  other 
physical.  It  is  not  easy  to  say  whether  or  not  the  latter  party 
might  he  will  iug  to  accept  the  system,  if  any  sanitary  benefit  did 
really  come  1 rom  it ; but  it  is  certain  that  the  former  party  vvill 
oppose  the  rt  giilation  system  in  every  form.  This  want  of  perfect 
sympathy  of  thought  prevented  the  formation  of  a large  committee 
such  as  we  1 ad  hoped  might  have  been  organised,  and  as  yet  the 
committee  co  isists  only  of  the  members  of  the  first  little  couferonce 

wliicli  met  at  Mrs.  Gibbons  . i t i* 

A uni(iue  and  delightful  feature  of  the  conference  at  the  Innrmary 

was"  the  pres  mce  of  a number  of  young  women,  who  are  studying 
medicine  tlure,  and  who  took  the  liveliest  interest  in  the  dis- 
cussion. So:  ue  of  them  came  to  thank  us  for  what  we  had  said,  and 
to  wish  us  su  jcess  in  their  country.  We  felt  at  once  that  the  women 
doctors  woul(  , as  a body,  be  against  the  regulation  system ; nor  were 
our  anticipati  ous  disappointed  as  we  travelled  further  and  knew  more. 
With  only  oi  e exception,  we  found  that  they  abhorred  it  as  degrading 
to  their  sex  a id  to  humanity  at  large,  a fact  which  will  count  for  much 
in  any  struggle  that  may  come,  inasmuch  as  there  are  some  2oUU 
women  doctors  in  the  United  States  already,  and  not  a few  of  them 
have  been  se  mrely  drilled  and  well-seasoned,  by  the  fight  they  have 
gone  throng  i for  their  present  position,  to  undertake  a crusade  on 
behalf  of  the  r fallen  sisters,  should  outrage  be  either  proposed  against, 

or  perpetratr  i,  upon  them.  , . <• 

At  a thi  d conference,  held  in  New  Aork,  we  had  the  presence  of 

a gentleman  of  some  reputation  and  influence  in  local  affairs,  who 
spoke  strong  ly  in  favour  of  regulation.  He  took  the  usual  grounds- 
control  when  you  cannot  abolish  ; make  innocuous  where  you  cannot 
uproot— and  appeared  a good  deal  surprised  when  we  quoted  England 
and  the  Con  iiient  as  proof  that  regulation  makes  prostitution  iiiore 
uncontrollab  e than  ever,  and  increases  the  physical  plagues  which 

attend  its  pi actice.  , , 

At  a fourth  conference,  one  of  men  only,  and  held  on  btaten 

Island,  a ph.sician  of  some  standing,  the  editor  of  a medical  journal, 
spoke  strong  ly  in  favour  of  regulation,  but  was  alone  in  his  position. 

When  SI  eaking  of  Staten  Island,  we  cannot  omit  to  mention  the 
obligation  w lich  we  and  our  cause  are  under  to  Mrs.  Gay  and  Mrs. 

Shaw,  of  W ist  New  Brighton.  , , , xr  i • *i 

A confeience  held  at  Orange,  a suburb  of  New  York,  is  thus 

spoken  of  bv  the  Orange  Chronicle A conference  was  held  at  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  C.  C.  Hussey,  Arlington  Avenue,  on  Wednesday, 
to  take  into  joiisideration  the  question  of  governmental  regulation  ot 
prostitution  is  proposed  for  the  State  of  New  York,  by  a Committee 
of  the  Legis  ature  and  the  Grand  Jury  of  King’s  County.  A select 
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gathering  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  was  present,  and  the  conference 
was  presided  over  by  Mr.  Aaron  M.  Powell,  formerly  editor  of  the 
Anti-Slavery  Standard.  * * * *.  The  subject  was 

treated  in  the  most  exhaustive  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  delicate 
and  refined  manner,  and  the  discussion  was  participated  in  by  a 
number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  audience.  It  is  believed  that 
the  conference  will  result  in  good,  and  that  ere  any  positive  steps 
shall  be  taken  towards  the  accomplishment  of  legislation  in  the  matter 
the  public  will  be  educated  up  to  the  importance  of  the  matter,  and  a 
degree  of  sentiment  created  against  it  that  will  preclude  the  possibility 
of  the  introduction  of  any  system  of  the  kind  in  this  country. 

Mrs.  Hussey,  who  kindly  called  this  meeting  at  her  house,  has 
rendered  our  cause  most  valuable  service  in  many  ways,  by  personal 
calls  on  men  of  influence,  by  letters  to  her  friends,  and  then  by  this 
meeting.  To  her  effort  it  is  primarily  owing  that  the  Yearly  Meeting 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  of  the  State  of  New  York  has  memorialised 
the  State  Legislature  not  to  adopt  the  regulation  system ; and  with  the 
Friends  thus  committed  against  it,  its  triumph  cannot  be  easy. 

Besides  these  conferences,  all  of  which  were  called  by  circular, 
an  opportunity  was  given  to  Mr.  Gledstone  to  address  the  clergymen 
of  the  Chi- Alpha  Club,  some  25  of  the  most  influential  Presbyterian, 
Dutch  Reformed,  and  Congregational  clergymen  of  the  city ; also  the 
Baptist  clergy,  of  whom  about  100  were  present.  The  time  for  doing 
this  was  in  each  case  very  limited,  and  no  discussion  could  follow ; 
but  still  we  believe  that  words  were  spoken  which  will  be  as  seeds  of 
truth  in  good  ground. 

The  following  documents  will  explain  themselves.  I rom  The 
Evening  Post,  New  York,  Friday,  June  2nd,  187G  : 

" THE  SOCIAL  EVIL. 

“ IMPORTANT  PREBSNTMENT  BY  THE  GRAND  JURY, 

“ The  Grand  Jury  came  into  Court  of  General  Sessions  to-day  with  the  following 
presentment : — 

**  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  City  and  County  of  New  \ork, 

“The  Grand  Inquest  of  the  county,  impanelled  in  the  month  of  May,  in  closing 

their  labours  respectfully  present : . . - • . 

“ That  they  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  court  to  the  growing  eyil  of 
prostitution  in  this  city.  Houses  of  prostitution,  formerly  confined  to  a great  extent 
to  particular  localities  in  the  city,  have  of  late  years,  with  the  increasing  growth  of 
our  population,  become  scattered  through  aii  parts  of  the  city. 

“The  lack  of  sufficient  power  to  properly  deal  with  this  evil,  under  existing 
legislation  is  very  apparent.  The  houses  can  only  be  dealt  with  as  disorderly  bouses, 
and  when  they  are  kept  in  this  manner  as  not  too  grossly  to  offend  the  sense  of 
public  decency,  a conviction  is  exceedingly  difficult,  even  in  the  case  of  houses  well 
known  to  fall  within  the  definition  of  the  law.  If  broken  up  by  the  constant  action 
of  the  police  in  one  district  when  they  have  become  intolerable  from  their  numbers, 
the  result  is  that  they  reappear  in  other  localities,  perhaps  previously  respectable. 
In  many  portions  of  the  city  property  has  hecome  almost  worthless  for  occupancy  for 
respectable  persons,  either  for  business  or  for  residence,  because  it  had  been  invaded 
by  houses  of  this  class,  and  when  they  are  driven  from  one  such  d strict,  the  only 
result  is  that  they  devastate  another.  Even  if  all  houses  of  this  kind,  by  a close  and 
untiring  enforcement  of  the  law  be  entirely  suppressed,  the  only  result  would  be,  that 
prostitutes  would  harbour  in  tenement  houses  and  other  dwellings  inhabited  by 
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respectable  peopb  , and  by  their  example  and  cordmct  do  much  more  to  depraye  the 
young  than  they  to  at  present.  Indeed  it  is  quite  settled  that  legislation  to  snpp^'esa 
prostitution  is  a id  must  be  ineffective ; and  the  fact  that  a business  notoriously 
illegal  can  be  saf  dy  carried  on  in  defiance  of  the  law  tends  to  demoralize  public 
sentiment,  and  ii  especially  injurious  in  its  effect  upon  the  officers  of  the  police 
charged  with  enf-  rcement  of  the  law.  The  members  of  this  inquest  are  also  detiply 
impressed  with  1 he  vast  evils  inflicted  upon  society  by  the  introduction,  through 
prostitution,  of  t le  worst  and  most  dangerous  types  of  disease  into  the  whole  c-'tm- 
munity  ; whose  r .vagea  are  not  limited  to  those  who  voluntarily  expose  themselves  to 
its  dangers,  but  i Sect,  directly  or  indirectly,  all  classes  of  society,  and  entail  untold 
evils  upon  postei  .ty.  This  last  consideration  has  impressed  itself  upon  the  mem>>er8 
of  this  inquest  ii  their  observation  of  the  inmates  of  our  penal  institutions.  This 
inquest  is  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  however  abhorrent  to  the  views  of  some  any 
legislation  mar  1 e which  appears  to  legalize  so  great  an  evil,  still  the  fact  must  not 
be  lost  sight  of  t lat  it  is  an  evil  impossible  to  suppress,  yet  comparatively  easy  to 
regulate  and  circ  imscribe,  and  that  suitable  legislation  for  its  restriction  to  particular 
localities,  and  it  < carefoi  and  constant  supervision  by  the  Boards  of  Health  and 
police,  would  do  very  much  to  check  the  evils  growing  out  of  it.  The  spread  of 
d eease  would  be  thereby  almost,  if  not  entirely,  stopped,  the  employment  of  houses 
of  this  descriptic  a as  resorts  of  thieves  and  receptacles  of  stolen  goods  would  become 
well-nigh  in)pv>8s  ble,  and  the  very  patronage  itself  of  such  h-U'ses  would  be  almost 
entirely  limited  o those  who  are  not  afraid  or  ashamed  to  bo  seen  visiting  them. 
It  seems  wholly  i nwise  to  forego  the  benefits  that  maybe  derived  from  such  a system 
through  a sentm  ental  dread  of  appearing  to  countenance  evil. 

*•  This  inquef ; beg  to  present  to  the  court  the  following  resolutions  : — 

“ * Resolved, ' ?bat  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  be  earnestly  requested 
to  adopt  as  early  as  practicable  some  system  of  laws  calculated  to  confine  houses  of 
prostitution  in  tl  e large  cities  of  this  state  within  certain  specified  limits,  and  to 
subject  them  at  .11  times  to  the  careful  and  vigilant  supervision  of  the  Boards  of 
Health  and  Poli<  e. 

*“  That  this  lourt  be  respectfully  requested  to  forward  a copy  of  this  presentment 
to  the  Legislatu;  e so  soon  as  it  shall  be  in  session. 

‘ Edward  Van  VouLaKBrBOH,  Foremen. 

‘Frederick  H.  Chapin,  Secretary,*” 

From  the  New  York  Herald^  June  6,  1876. 

•‘THE  SOCIAL  EVIL. 

“PROTEST  TR'  M AH  ENGLISH  COMMITTEE  AGAINST  THE  RECOMMENDATION  OP  TEl 

GRAND  JURY. 

To  THE  El  tTOR  or  THE  Hebald, — Our  attention  has  been  directed  to  a present- 
ment made  this  lay  by  the  Grand  Jury  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions,  for  the  city 
and  county  of  N«  w York,  on  the  legalisation  of  prostitution  and  embodying  a resolution 
urging  on  the  St  ite  Legislature  the  adopting  a system  of  laws  having  that  object  in 
view.  We  are  I uglishmen  spending  a short  time  in  this  country  as  a deputation  from 
the  ‘British,  Cc  atinental,  and  General  Federation  for  the  Abolition  of  Government 
Regulation  of  Pi  istitution.* 

“ Strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  in  England  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
notably  in  Italy  ind  Switzerland,  to  get  rid  of  a system  which  is  essentially  immoral 
in  principle,  and  which  has  been  found  in  practice  to  be  frightfully  corrupting  in  its 
effects  on  all  o!a  ises  of  the  community  and  an  utter  failure  from  a medical  poiiit  of 
view.  Our  errai  d here  is  to  enlist  the  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  American  up- 
holders of  publi*  morality  in  our  international  federation,  and  to  caution  them  against 
the  introduction  into  this  new  world  of  a system  which  Europe  is  refusing  to  endure 
any  longer. 

“ The  Grand  Jury's  proposal  is  for  the  Legislature  to  take  action  in  order  to  secure 
that  the  women  -ictims  of  profligate  men  shall  be  conveniently  domiciled,  kept  honest 
by  the  police  ani  healthy  by  the  doctors.  Whether  these  arrangements  are  for  the 
benefit  of  these  irostitute  men  or  women,  the  jury  does  not  say ; presumably  for  the 
fonner,  because  limilar  plans  in  Europe  are  always  in  the  interest  of  the  male  trans- 
grosBors.  and  be  ause  we  cannot  leam  that  the  women  of  this  State  engaged  in  any 
other  traf&o  hav<  been  the  objects  of  similar  special  solicitude  on  the  part  of  any 
grand  jury. 


" The  proposal  in  the  presentment  is  backed  up  by  a series  of  assumptions,  unsup- 
ported by  any  evidence,  and  which  to  us,  who  have  pretty  thoroughly  investigated 
this  question,  are  absolutely  astounding  in  their  audacity. 

■*  First It  is  assumed  that  by  legalising  and  licensing  you  can  control  and  circum- 

scribe prostitution.  The  experience  of  Europe  refutes  such  an  assumption.  In  those 
disfricte  in  England,  where  the  regulation  system  has  been  tried,  clandestine  prosti- 
tution is  on  the  increase,  and  baffles  the  vigilance  of  the  police.  In  France,  after 
eighteen  years'  trial,  it  is  confessed  by  Dr.  Jeannel,  in  his  recent  work  on  prostitution, 
page  341,  that  the  majority  of  the  women  remain  unregistered  by  the  police.  M. 
Lecour,  the  man  at  the  head  of  the  special  police  of  Paris,  says  that  clandestine 
prostitution  increases  continually,  * and  the  difficulties  encountered  by  the  police  are 
insuperable.  The  evil  must  be  overcome  by  moral,  not  by  legislative  means.* 

“ In  Berlin  and  other  cities  in  Germany,  according  to  evidence  produced  by  Dr. 
Simon,  medical  adviser  to  the  Privy  Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  clan- 
destine vastly  outnumber  the  controlled  and  licensed  prostitutes, 

“ Space  only  prevents  us  from  multiplying  these  authorities,  which  we  venture  to 
think  upset  the  Grand  Jury’s  first  assumption. 

“ Then  it  is  further  assumed  that  the  licensing  or  aantioning  of  houses  of  lU-f^e 
would  render  them  less  evil  in  their  influence  on  the  police  and  youth  of  your  cities. 
On  this  point,  allow  us  to  quote  parts  of  a proclamation  of  the  municipal  authorities 
of  Zurich,  Switzerland,  who,  in  June,  1874,  abolished  the  tolerated  brothels  in  that 

town : — , X j * 

“ ‘ Toleration  gives  rise  to  a fatal  confusion  of  ideas  ; men  become  accustomed  to 

regard  all  that  passes  in  houses  thus  protected  as  a permitted  thing,  and  the  young 
thus  lose  all  the  ideas  of  good  conduct  which  have  been  inculcated  to  them.  A moral 
confusion  no  less  fatal  is  produced  among  the  employes  and  agents  employed  in  the 
police ; the  fact  of  being  in  constant  relations  with  the  tenants  of  bad  houses  neces- 
sarily leads  to  a species  of  intimacy.  Moreover,  it  is  not  possible  that  ^hey  should 
display  much  energy  against  unlicensed  prostitution  while  they  are  o^upied  in  favor- 
ing regulated  prostitution.  The  police  is  placed  in  a false  position  ; it  can  only  truly 
maintain  a repressive  altitude  toward  prostitution  by  showing  itself  frankly  hostile  to 
it  in  all  forms.  To  admit  any  sort  of  a compromise  with  a trade  fundamentally  evil, 
to  tolerate  one  description  of  houses  of  debauchery  and  make  war  upon  others,  is  to 
enter  upon  the  path  of  half  measures,  compromise,  and  equivocal  partiality,  fruitless 
of  every  good  result.  Would  that  every  member  of  the  Grand  Jury  and  of  your  State 
Legislature  would  acquaint  himself  with  the  whole  of  that  proclamation.’ 

“ The  next  assumption  is  the  startling  one  that  ‘ the  spread  of  disease  would  be 
thereby  almost  if  not  entirely  stopped.*  Let  us  quote  from  the  best  authorities  again, 
remembering  always  that  the  part  of  the  doctor  in  this  horrible  business  is  to  perpe- 
trate at  frequent  intervals  an  indecent  surgical  outrage  on  the  poor  women,  in  the 
hope  ‘thereby,’  to  use  the  Grand  Jury’s  word,  to  save  some  male  scoundrels  from  the 
diseases  resulting  from  their  vice,  Leon  Lefort,  physician  to  the  great  hospital^  Du 
Midi,  savs:— ‘The  means  employed  against  syphilis  in  Paris  amount  to  nothing. 

* The  inspections  do  not  suffice.  As  it  is,  syphilis  is  increasing  in  Paris,  ♦ • 

because  the  examinations  • ♦ • do  not  answer  their  end.*  Mr.  Acton,  an  English 
medical  admirer  of  this  system,  is  obliged  to  admit  * The  best  regulations,  notwRhstand- 
ing  all  assertions  to  the  contrary,  cannot  guarantee  freedom  from  disease.’  Professor 
Andrews,  of  Chicago,  says * I have  been  compelled  to  laugh  at  the  frequent  instances 
where  young  Americans  have,  with  infinite  gullibility,  cohabited  with  loose  women  in 
Paris,  because  they  supposed  they  were  safe  there,  but  were  utterly  astounded  after- 
ward to  find  they  had  contracted  disease.’  V-  V X 

“ The  Sanitary  Commissioner  of  the  Punjab  (India)  says  in  a report  on  this  subject 
there  that,  ‘after  spending  some  five  lacs  of  rupees  upon  it,  the  results  afford  us  no 
grounds  for  congratulation.’  * • • ' After  aU,  there  are  nowhere  any  substantial 

signs  of  improvement.*  In  England  a medical  association  has  been  formed  for  the 
solo  purpose  of  securing  the  expulsion  from  our  statute  book  of  this  hateful  legislation, 
and  its  members  are  constantly  increasing  in  number. 

“ Two  years  ago,  in  Philadelphia,  more  than  fifty  physicians,  including  many  of  the 
very  highest  standing,  signed  a successful  protest  against  the  passing  of  such  a law 
by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  they  say  it  would  be  ‘ a concession  to 
evil  for  which  there  is  no  excuse,  a system  to  which  France  gave  birth  in  its  worst 
days  of  misrule.  We  do  protest  against  any  assertion  of  the  false  and  demoralising 
claim  that  this  most  destructive  of  vices  and  crimes  is  a necessity.’  The  Grand  Jury 
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makes  li^bt  of  he  moral  objootion  to  the  license  system,  but  we  venture  to  believe  it 
will  not  be  with  mt  influence  with  the  citizens,  especially  with  the  virtuous  women  of 
your  State,  and  with  your  permission,  we  will  address  a farther  letter  to  you  on  that 
branch  of  the  s ibject- 

“ Wg  remain,  yours  respectfully, 

“James  P.  Glbdstonb. 

“ Henry  J.  Wilson. 


“Astor  Hous  , New  York,  June  1,  1876.” 


“Aroument  in  Favour  or  Licensing. 

“ New  York,  June  3,  1876. 

“To  THE  I DiTOB  07  THE  Herald, — Yout  issuG  of  Saturday  contains  the  Grand 
Jury's  report,  ^ hich  speaks  very  sensibly  on  the  question  of  prostitution,  and  fiaishes 
by  offering  a n jolution  embodying  a request  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  asking  tl  it  body  * to  adopt  as  early  as  practicable  some  system  of  laws  calcu- 
lated to  confim  houses  of  prostitution  in  the  large  cities  of  this  State  within  certain 
specified  limitt and,  secondly,  * to  subject  them  at  all  times  to  the  careful  and 
vigilant  superv  sion  of  the  Poards  of  Health  and  Police.’  Having  lived  in  St.  Louis 
during  the  op<  ration  of  the  so-called  * social  evil  ordinance,’  as  well  as  before  and 
since,  and  cons  iquently  being  versed  in  this  matter  of  such  vital  importance  to  the 
moral  as  well  a i physical  welfare  of  a large  community,  I ask  a little  of  your  space  to 
offer  what  I n ay  in  reference  thereto,  fully  knowing  to  what  I expose  myself  by 
touching  this  i idelicate  subject. 

“ I will  not  now  detail  the  manner  in  which  the  ordinance  was  carried  out.  SuflBce 
it  to  say  that  it  was  summed  up  in  ‘ registration’  and  stated  periodical  ‘ inspection,* 
which  proved  s success  in  every  direction.  First,  it  reduced  the  number  of  bawds,  by 
frightening  ofl  the  quasi  ‘ respectable  girls secondly,  it  very  materially  reduced  the 
vilest  and  mos  loathsome  disease  extant ; and,  thirdly,  it  was  not  only  self-supporting, 
but  furnished  t he  means  for  building  one  of  the  finest  hospitals  in  the  county  of  St. 
Louis,  now  kn<  wn  as  the  ‘ Woman’s  Hospital.’  It  received  the  support  of  all  well- 
meaning  publii  men,  the  endorsement  of  all  honest  physicians,  and  the  oo-operation 
of  its  poor  unf(  rtunate  subjects,  who  found  in  it  a protection  to  a great  extent  against 
infection  ; and  as  a result  of  their  slight  disbursements,  a clean,  well-conducted  harbor 
for  the  recover  ■ of  health,  and  opportunity  for  reformation,  should  they  desire  it.  But 
notwithstandii  g the  great  good  accomplished,  it  was  short-lived,  having  met  its  main 
opposition  froc  i the  clergy  and  the  ladies  of  St.  Louis,  or,  at  leait,  those  of  them  who 
were  possessed  of  a maudling  sentimentality  which  caused  them  to  view  the  matter  in 
the  light  of  a ( egradation  to  the  sex,  inasmuch  as  it  exempted  the  male  participants 
from  the  loath  »d  registration  and  inspection.  To  them  the  beneficent  effects  of  these 
measures  as  <x  nducted  in  European  cities  was  no  criterion,  and  to  the  respected  clergy 
it  appeared  as  v violation  of  a divine  law  which  prohibits  the  ‘ licensing  of  sin.’  In 
substantiation  of  the  latter  assertion  I can  produce  several  printed  lectures  and  ser- 
mons by  emim  nt  clergymen  of  St.  Louis,  while  as  to  the  previous  one  the  following 
letter  will  servi  as  a sample  of  a multitude  with  which  the  press  of  St.  Louis  was  fairly 
inundated  at  t e time : — 

“*St.  Louis,  Feb.  26,  1873. 

“*  To  THE  ] Iditor  of  THE  DEMOCRAT, — lu  this  houT  of  peril  to  our  womanhood  and 
loved  city,  sho  Jd  we  not  lay  aside  our  reserve  and  seek  to  save  the  unfortunate  from 
greater  degrad,  tion,  and  our  charter  from  a blot  on  its  fair  escutcheon.  Will  not  God 
punish  us  as  a people  if  this  terrible  sin,  the  ‘social  evil’  becomes  a law?  Nations 
have  been  desi  -oyed  for  their  wickedness.  Has  mau  a right  to  license  sin  when  God 
enjoins  purity  >f  life  ? How  dare  man  lay  aside  the  law  of  the  Almighty  ? 

“‘Women  jf  St.  Louis,  if  man  panders  to  the  appetite  of  sinful  man,  should  we 
remain  quiet  a id  see  this  great  crime  perpetrated  and  not  raise  our  voice  agMiust  it? 
No  ! Let  US  d •fend  ourselves  from  the  indignity  of  registration  and  inapectiou.  If 
woman  is  so  d>  graded,  not  a ray  of  hope  is  left  her ; her  downward  course  is  sure. 
She  will  go  fro  u bad  to  worse  till  the  poor  unfortunate  sinks  to  a dishonoured  grave. 
AVhere  is  the  j istice  that  exposes  woman  to  all  the  indignity,  and  man,  whose  victim 
she  is,  goes  fre  ? I have  read  a paper,  published  in  New  York,  called  the  Moral 
Jie/orm.  It  wm  a missionary  paper,  and  visitors  to  that  unfortunate  class  of  women 
have  never  mel  but  one  woman  who  lived  that  life  from  choice— victims,  in  many 
cases,  of  man’s  seduction ; and  then  again,  unable  to  find  employment.  Many  girls 
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there  are  who  have  not  the  physical  strength  to  be  servants,  and  support  by  the  needle 
is  precarious. 

“ ‘ Do  not  let  us  allow  them  to  be  more  degraded  by  this  horrid  law.  Sign  a 
petition  that  will  have  to  be  heeded — that  will  be  considered  on  account  of  its 
numbers.  ‘ A Lady  of  St.  Louis.’ 

“ It  will  nc-t  subserve  my  purpose  to-day  to  subject  this  letter  to  criticism,  having, 
at  present  merely  in  view  to  help  those  who  may  undertake  a furtherance  of  this 
truly  benevolent  project,  ‘ fore-arming  ’ by  ‘fore-warning’  them.  I am  placed  in  a 
position  which  will  enable  me  to  secure  ail  the  minutife  and  detail  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  law  was  so  well  executed  in  St.  Louis,  and  unhesitatingly  will  place  my 
resources  at  the  disposal  of  any  party  who  may  choose  to  take  the  matter  in  hand. 
The  documents  in  my  possession  are  free  to  inspection,  and  as  to  the  possibility  of 
enlisting  the  medical  profession  in  this  matter  I have  no  doubt. 

“ It  is  but  just  to  state  that  one  of  the  prominent  practitioners  in  this  city  has 
alre  dy  told  me  of  his  intention  to  establish  a movement  in  this  direction,  and  were 
it  not  the  apprecia'ion  (.f  the  fact  that  he  being  out  of  town  at  present  it  would  be  a 
mere  loss  of  time  to  await  bis  return.  I send  you  this  without  consulting  him, 
knowing  his  sentiments  as  I do. 

“ I have  written  to  St.  Louis  for  a copy  of  the  ordinance  and  all  other  attainable 
literature  and  experience  on  the  subject,  and  in  a few  days  I will  be  able  to  present 
them  to  those  who  may  interest  themselves  therein,  whether  my  assistance  shall  be 
desired  or  not. 

“ In  view  of  the  fact  that  I am  almost  a stranger  in  this  great  city,  I feel  compelled 
to  apologize  for  the  length  of  this  lettei,  which,  however,  I believe  ju-tified  in  the 
importance  to  the  public  weal  it  attempts  to  urge.  In  the  above  I have  omitted  the 
statement  that  European  statistics,  &c.,  are  attainable,  and  I will  procure  them  if 
desired,  but  their  applicability  to  American  institutions  having  beea  proven  in  St. 
Louis  I attach  greater  importance  thereto. — Very  respectfully, 

“ Feri).  C.  Valentine,  M.D. 

“No.  152,  West  Fifteenth  Street.” 


Our  letter,  as  given  above,  was  left  with  several  editors  with  whom 
we  had  interviews,  and  although  only  the  Herald  inserted  it,  there 
w'ere  articles  in  three  other  newspapers  upon  the  presentment,  either 
condemning  it  as  immoral,  or  making  light  of  it  as  a suggestion 
made  too  late  in  the  day  for  acceptance,  since  Europe  was  discarding 
licensing  and  regulating. 

Our  sixth  and  last  conference  in  New  York,  which  was  held  at 
Mr.  Powell’s,  was  in  some  respects  the  most  important  of  all,  it  being 
attended  by  some  medical  men,  one  of  whom  contended  stoutly  for 
the  regulation  system,  and  declared  that  something  must  be  done  and 
would  be  done  in  New  York  in  that  direction.  Coming  from  a 
public  official,  who  has  much  influence  in  his  own  department  of 
service,  this  statement  has  great  significance ; nor  did  it  fail  to  pro- 
duce a deep  impression  on  our  friends,  who  heard  it  as  a call  to 
vigilance  and  efi’ort.  The  steps  they  have  already  taken  to  defeat  the 
present  attempt  to  subject  New  York  State  to  regulation  will  be 
followed,  we  hope,  by  other  firm  and  earnest  measures.  They  are 
warned  betimes,  and,  thanks  to  the  outspokenness  of  our  opponents, 
are  alive  to  their  danger  and  duty. 

We  must  not  forget  to  say,  before  finishing  this  outline  of  our 
work  in  the  empire  city,  that  we  came  upon  the  traces  of  work  done 
by  English  regulationists.  Mr.  Hastings,  we  learned,  had  been  there 
trying  to  persuade  official  and  influential  persons  that  England  is 
deriving  great  benefit  from  her  Contagious  Diseases  Acts.  When, 
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at  our  lag  t New  York  conference,  we  quoted  Dr.  Simon  as  a high 
authority,  who  was  opposed  to  “ regulation,”  the  medical  official 
already  re  erred  to  replied  that  Dr.  Simon  had  expressed  iiimself 
as  oppose!  simply  that  he  might  he  on  the  popular  side  of  the 
question,- -an  absurd  insinuation  evidently  suggested  to  him  by  some 
one  auxioi  s to  discredit  Dr.  Simon’s  testimony.  It  is  evident  to  us 
that  there  has  been  conference  between  regulationists  here  and  officials 
and  men  c f influence  in  America,  and  that  the  latter  rely  very  much 
on  the  ai  thority  of  the  former  in  defence  and  vindication  of  the 
soundness  and  efficacy  of  the  plans  they  are  proposing  to  the  American 
people,  '^'he  American  people,  however,  are  learning  that  these  Acts 
are  hateful  to  large  numbers  of  English  people,  on  the  ground  of 
their  inhe  -ent  immorality,  and  contemptible  in  their  sight,  l)ecauso 
useless  an  I misleading. 

Washington. 

The  stcond  city  we  visited  was  Washington,  our  course  being 
directed  tl  itlier  by  the  urgent  request  of  friends  there  to  go  and  lend 
them  helj  in  resisting  Bill  2440,  already  referred  to,  and  by  the 
advice  of  IJew  York  friends,  who  were  afraid  of  the  Bill  passing  and 
becoming  i bad  precedent  for  the  whole  country.  Mrs.  Dr.  Winslow 
invited  us  to  be  her  guests,  and,  together  with  her  husband,  showed 
us  the  utmost  kindness.  We  addressed  a conference  in  their  house, 
on  the  day  after  our  arrival  in  Washington.  The  conference  con- 
sisted aim  Dst  exclrsively  of  women,  and  w'as  unanimously  in  favour  of 
our  cause. 

As  in  the  case  of  Ne\v  York,  this  preliminary  conference  formed 
itself  into  a committee  of  arrangements,  or  rather  such  a committee 
was  forme  i out  of  it.  A second  conference  was  held  four  days  after 
the  first,  n the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  rooms,  and  was 
attended  Ity  men  and  women.  The  Rev,  Mr.  Black  (Methodist),  the 
Rev.  Dr.  <rray  (Baptist,)  and  Judge  Snell,  all  of  w^hom  are  strongly 
opposed  t(  ‘‘  regulation,”  took  part  in  the  proceedings.  The  attitude 
taken  by  fudge  Snell  on  this  question  is  all  the  more  satisfactory, 
because  h i fills  a position  somew'hat  similar  to  that  of  an  English 
stipendiar  r magistrate,  and  sees  much  of  the  evil  of  prostitution. 
We  are  al^o  glad  to  say  that  his  wife  sympathises  moat  warmly  with 
our  move:  aent.  After  our  addresses,  opportunity  was  given  for  the 
asking  of  questions,  and  for  any  statement  of  opposite  views  which 
any  one  n ight  wish  to  make,  but  not  much  advantage  was  taken  of  it. 
Two  or  th  'ee  of  the  ladies  spoke  earnestly  on  the  side  of  purity. 

It  was  thought  desirable  to  hold  a meeting  of  men  alone,  at  which 
the  fullest  opportunity  should  be  alforded  for  discussion.  This  meet- 
ing was  ccuvened  a few  days  later,  in  the  lecture  room  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Mitch  ?H’s  church  (Presbyterian),  and  was  presided  over  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  ] Aitle,  about  one  hundred  men  being  present.  There  was 
an  animat)  d and  prolonged  discussion  of  the  question  which  we  had 
introduced  one  of  the  speakers  being  a medical  man,  who  took  our  side. 
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Our  references  to  Bill  2440,  some  clauses  of  which  we  have  quoted  in 
a previous  part  of  this  report,  evoked  an  utterance  from  the  Chaplain 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Townsend,  and  then 
led  on  to  a correspondence  with  him,  the  result  being  that  he  saw 
how  dangerous  are  the  powers  which  the  Bill  confers  on  the  Board  of 
Health,  and  that  he  promised  to  acquaint  the  Chaplain  of  the  Senate 
of  their  scope  and  tendency;  so  that  they  may  together  seek  to  hinder 
its  further  progress.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  meeting,  a Committee 
of  thirty  persons,  men  and  women,  was  appointed  as  a branch  of  the 
British,  Continental,  and  General  Federation,  and  as  a Vigilance 
Committee  for  Washington.  Mrs.  Dr.  Winslow  is  President,  and 
Mr.  Lyman,  of  the  United  States  Treasury,  Secretary  of  this  Com- 
mittee. A report  of  this  meeting  was  given  in  one  of  the  Washing- 
ton papers. 

A fourth  meeting,  held  in  Washington,  does  not  demand  any 
special  notice. 

We  delivered  several  letters  of  introduction  in  Washington,  and 
Mr.  Wilson  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Willard,  who  introduced  BiU 
2440  into  the  Legislature,  and  who  frankly  declared  that  he  had  no 
intention  to  support  the  regulation  system,  and  that  the  phraseology 
of  the  Bill  must  be  altered,  as  it  might  perhaps  be  used  in  the  way 
we  feared,  and  to  which  he  also  should  object.  An  opportunity  was 
also  gained  to  address  a meeting  of  Methodist  clergymen,  and  another 
meeting  of  the  clergy  of  different  denominations.  Our  pamphlets  were 
distributed  at  a meeting  of  women  convened  from  all  parts  of  the 
States,  for  the  promotion  of  missionary  work ; and  we  know  that  they 
attracted  some  attention.  We  also  asked  for  the  privilege  of  speaking 
to  this  meeting ; but  the  work  to  be  done  prevented  the  alienation  of 
its  time  to  any  other  object. 

Baltimoee. 

During  our  stay  in  Washington,  Mr.  Gledstone  paid  a visit  to 
Baltimore,  where  the  General  Conference  of  the  ?*Iethodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  sitting,  in  order  to  see  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rigg  and  Rev.  W. 
B.  Pope,  of  England,  who  had  been  entrusted  with  an  address  to  the 
Conference  from  the  Wesleyan  Society  for  securing  the  repeal  of  the 
Contagious  Diseases  Acts.  On  the  day  of  this  visit.  Dr.  Rigg  presented 
the  address  to  the  conference,  which  thereupon  appointed  a special 
committee  to  draw  up  a reply.  We  both  appeared  before  that  special 
committee  and  gave  evidence  as  to  the  nature  and  futility  of  our  Enghsh 
Acts,  and  of  the  great  uprising  against  licensed  prostitution  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe.  Their  reply,  which  was  published  a few  weeks 
afterwards,  is  utterly  opposed  to  regulation.  Thus  we  may  count 
upon  the  support  of  one  of  the  most  numerous  and  most  active 
churches  in  America  in  any  struggle  that  may  break  out. 

Our  letters  of  introduction  secured  us  the  friendly  co-operation  of 
Dr.  Thomas,  a Quaker  physician,  who  says,  in  a letter  w’e  received 
from  him  just  before  our  departure  from  the  States,  that  he  is  more 
and  more  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  subject  which  we  in- 
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troduced  t<  his  notice.  lie  called  a small  conference  of  men  at  his 
house,  an  I a most  useful  meeting  was  held.  Those  present  were 
inlluential  and,  instead  of  leaving  us  to  do  all  the  speaking,  they  plied 
us  with  pe  -tiuent  questions,  a good  part  of  the  time. 

No  committee  has  yet  been  formed  in  this  city;  but  in  the 
autumn  o the  year,  when  people  shall  have  returned  from  their 
summer  h )liday.  Dr.  Thomas  hopes  to  get  one. 

Boston. 

From  Baltimore  we  went  to  Philadelphia,  but  as  our  work  in  that 
city  had,  \ s in  all  other  cities  except  Boston,  to  be  done  at  different 
times,  we  pass  on  first  to  Boston  in  our  narrative.  Leaving  Mr. 
Wilson  t(  follow  a few  days  later,  ^Ir.  Gledstone  went  alone  to 
Boston,  a ‘riving  late  on  the  Saturday  night.  On  Sunday  ho  made 
sure  of  ar  introduction  on  the  Monday  to  two  of  Uiose  weekly  meet- 
ings of  th  j clergy  which  seem  to  be  held  in  every  city  in  Amtirica,  a 
most  adm;rahle  institution,  which  not  only  affords  the  benefit  of  fre- 
quent fralernal  intercourse,  but  allows  of  the  discussion  of  all  sorts 
of  questioJis  aflecting  the  religious  and  social  well-being  of  the  people. 
Dr.  Dexte  • afforded  an  introduction  to  the  Congregational  i^orthodox) 
clergy,  am.  the  narrative  of  what  England  is  doing  through  her  Con- 
tagious Diseases  Acts,  made  strong  men  among  them  knit  their  brows 
in  pain  arcl  surprise.  No  time  was  at  the  disposal  of  the  meeting 
to  ask  fo’  further  information,  or  to  hold  a discussion,  but  the 
spoken  wc  rds  and  a good  supply  of  pamphlets  were  left  to  do  their 
work.  ^ r.  Gledstone  went  straight  from  this  meeting  to  that  of 
the  Baptist  clergy,  where  he  had  a most  hearty  reception,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Pentecost  at  once  offering  the  use  of  his  church  for  a public 
meeting.  This  auspicirns  commencement  of  our  work  was  some- 
what ovei  shadowed  in  the  afternoon.  Some  ladies,  whose  counsel 
was  then  .ought,  said  that  they  altogether  questioned  the  niicd  for, 
and  the  w sdom  of,  our  mission.  The  possibility  that  Massachusetts 
would  ev(  r sanction  the  legalisation  of  prostitution  seemed  to  them 
so  remott  as  to  make  them  unwilling  to  hear  our  message.  We 
had  been  told  in  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  that  it  was  best 
not  to  cal  attention  to  a system  which  to  many  minds  seemed  to 
be  no  me  re  than  the  dream  of  a few  medical  men,  but  these  friends 
were  thf  most  emphatic  in  the  enunciation  of  this  policy. 
We  were  only  fighting  with  shadows,  they  said.  New  York  being 
a dissolute  city,  and  mucli  under  the  control  of  foreigners,  might  he 
in  danger  of  adopting  a European  despotism  and  a nursery  (>f  vice. 
Boston  w!  s not  like  New  York,  and  would  do  no  such  thing.  When 
we  urged  that  the  interest  of  one  State  was  the  interest  of  all  the 
rest,  and  >ointed  out  that  the  regulation  system,  when  once  ]>lanted 
in  Americ  i,  would  never  rest  until  every  State  and  every  city  was 
subject  to  its  control ; because  its  advocates  would  ascribe  its  inevit- 
able failur  3 not  to  the  true  cause,  its  inability  to  succeed,  but  to  the 
lack  of  ri  ;ht  conditions  for  the  working  of  it,  we  were  met  with 
simple  ini  redulity  and  inditference.  Yet  the  danger  is  in  Boston 
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itself,  even  according  to  the  confession  of  those  who  deprecated  any 
allusion  to  its  existence.  If  they  are  rightly  informed,  not  a few  of 
the  doctors  are  anxious  to  see  prostitution  licensed  and  regulated. 
Such  was  the  state  of  things,  so  far  as  we  knew,  so  far  as  we  had 
private  intercourse  with  citizens. 

We  must  add  that  a different  state  of  opinion  existed  in  another 
section  of  the  people  with  whom  we  did  not  come  into  very  close  con- 
tact until  we  had  been  in  the  city  a few  days  longer.  These  wished 
to  hold  a public  meeting,  and  to  make  a demonstration  on  behalf  of 
our  cause. 

Amid  these  conflicting  thoughts,  the  right  plan  of  action  was  made 
clear  by  our  friend  Mr.  MTlliam  Lloyd  Garrison,  on  the  Monday  even- 
ing, at  his  own  house.  With  regard  to  the  kind  of  observations  wLich 
have  been  already  referred  to,  he  remarked  : — “ Do  not  listen  to  the  dis- 
suasions from  going  on  with  your  work  and  speaking  the  message  you 
are  entrusted  with.  I do  not  agree  with  those  who  affirm  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  speak  the  truth  here  on  this  question.  Speak  it ; it 
will  do  good.  But  do  not  hold  a public  meeting.  Get  those  to  hear 
you  wLo  will  influence  public  opinion  in  the  day  of  need.  My  name 
is  at  your  service  for  any  circular  you  may  issue  calling  such  a con- 
ference as  I have  indicated.”  So  clear  and  strong  an  opinion,  har- 
monising as  it  did  with  our  general  plan  of  work,  determined  our 
course  at  once.  But  perhaps  Mr.  Garrison  did  more  for  our  cause  by 
the  bright  cheerful  stream  of  conversation,  almost  entirely  on  the 
great  slave  struggle,  which  he  poured  forth,  than  by  his  sound  advice 
touching  the  question  in  hand.  The  advice  was  a rule  of  conduct; 
the  talk  was  inspiration  to  do  battle  for  righteousness.  The  next  day 
we  secured,  with  the  kind  assistance  of  Mr.  Deming,  the  secretarj% 
the  Hall  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  for  our  Conference, 
and  several  representative  men  and  women  of  all  denominations 
allowed  the  use  of  their  names  for  our  circular  of  invitation.  Through- 
out the  whole  of  our  mission  we  invariably  endeavoured  to  call  the  meet- 
ings in  the  names  of  as  many  sections  of  people  as  we  could  get;  cliques, 
and  sects,  and  parties,  and  churches,  were  sometimes  curiously  blended. 
Mr.  Wilson  arrived  in  time  for  the  meeting,  which  was  attended  by  about 
150  men  and  women,  and  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  ^yendell  Phillips. 
Its  character  and  enthusiasm  were  an  ample  reward  for  the  difficulty 
of  getting  it.  As  soon  as  the  torch  of  truth  was  applied  there  was 
an  answering  blaze.  If  the  interest  in  a subject  may  be  fairly  judged 
of  by  the  number  and  kind  of  questions  which  are  asked  upon  it, 
then  the  interest  of  the  Boston  people  at  that  meeting,  on  the  subject 
of  legalised  prostitution,  was  supreme  ; for  we  were  incited  with  ques- 
tions for  an  hour  or  more.  A great  addition  was  made  to  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  meeting  by  the  brave  words  of  Mrs  Livermore,  by 
the  gentle  and  pathetic  words  of  Mrs.  Stone,  and  by  the  strong  clear 
words  of  Mr.  Phillips.  On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  G.  Vibbert,  a 
committee  of  vigilance  of  50  persons  was  appointed,  Mr.  Garrison  to 
act  as  its  chairman. 
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Philadelphia. 

Philade  pLia  presented  both  peculiar  difficulties  to,  and  great 
facilities  foi , the  canying  on  of  our  work  ; for  while  the  presence  of 
thousands  c f strangers  absorbed  the  time  and  attention  of  the  citizens, 
it  also  gavo  us  some  opportunity  of  turning  some  of  the  strangers 
into  missio  laries,  who  should  carry  our  message  and  our  pamphlets 
to  places  should  never  reach.  Our  first  conference,  held  in  the 
Young  Me  i*s  Christian  Association  rooms,  and  composed  entirely  of 
men,  was  rot  numerous,  but  the  interest  was  sustained  beyond  the 
usual  durat  on  of  a meeting.  As  at  our  preliminary  gatherings  in  other 
cities,  so  h ire  a committee  was  appointed  to  arrange  for  the  holding  of 
other  and  linger  meetings  on  our  return  from  Boston.  But  in  this 
Philadelph:  i committee  there  were  two  or  three  members  who  were 
not  fully  p*  rsuaded  in  their  own  minds  of  the  importance  of  action, 
or  at  least  of  their  action,  and  who  by  their  lukewarmness  and 
timidity  pn  vented  anything  being  done.  These  gentlemen  could  see 
nothing  bet  lions  in  the  way,  ‘'the  subject  Avas  unpleasant,”  was 
‘'not  befon  the  public,”  was  “not  fit  for  discussion  before  men  and 
women.” 

The  doctors  of  Pennsylvania,  who  held  the  annual  meeting  of 
their  societ  f at  the  time  of  our  visit,  effectually  disposed  of  the  asser- 
tion that  tl  e question  was  “not  before  the  public  and  to  their  policy 
we  are  indt  bted  for  a good  deal  of  the  life  which  was  thrown  into  our 
work-  W.  i have  already  quoted  some  significant  words  from  the 
Surgical  a id  Medical  Reporter,  published  in  Philadelphia,  on  the 
duty  of  th<  medical  profession  to  make  a “vehement  effort”  to  get 
prostitutio:  i legalised ; and  w^e  have  also  shown  that  many  of  the 
doctors  of  :hat  city  are  strongly  opposed  to  the  doing  of  any  such 
thing.  No  announcement  -was  made  on  the  programme  of  the  society 
that  the  esaortation  of  the  “Eeporter  ” was  likely  to  be  embodied  in 
any  resolu  ion  or  recommendation,  no  subject  had  to  be  discussed 
which  bore  on  the  regulation  of  prostitution,  and  we  had  been  assured, 
by  what  sei  med  to  be  good  authority,  that  nothing  would  be  said  or 
done  abou  it.  At  the  last  moment,  how'ever,  just  before  our  de- 
parture for  Boston,  two  of  the  anti-regulation  physicians  informed  us 
that  a dete  'mined  effort  w'as  to  he  made  the  next  day  to  secure  the 
vote  and  ii  fluence  of  the  society  on  the  side  of  regulationist  ])olicy. 
To  defeat  :his  attempt,  one  of  us  stayed  in  ihe  city  a day  longer, 
and  got  tl  e following  note  sent  to  all  the  known  anti-regulationist 
physicians  — 

“ Philadelphia,  May  31  Pt,  1876. 

“Dbar  Sx  i, — We  have  heard  with  surprise  and  pain  that  an  attempt  is  to  he  made 
at  the  Annuel  Session  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
opens  to-day,  to  get  that  society  to  adopt  a resolution  in  favour  of  legalising  prostita- 
tion  in  our  St  tte.  We  only  have  time  to  beg  you  to  attend  all  the  meetings  this  week, 
and  to  vote  ai  d otherwise  use  your  influence  against  this  attempt  to  establish  vice  aa 
a legal  institu  :ion. 

“ W*  are,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

“Mrs.  Fraxctsccs,  President,  Women’s  Christian  Association. 

“ Mrs.  French,  President,  Moral  Education  Society.’* 


Christian  Association,  who  attended  the  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Association  on  the  day  when  this  circular  was  laid  before  them,  Toted 
their  consent  to  her  signing  it  hy  rising  to  their  feet,  every  one  of 
them  ; and  she  further  expressed  the  conviction,  that  not  one  member 


of  the  Association  would  employ  a physician  who  was  known  to  be  a 


regulationist.  Her  opinion  was  that  any  serious  attempt  to  subject 
the  State  of  Pennsjdvania  to  the  odious  licensing  system  would  arouse 
an  indignant  opposition,  which  would  sweep  down  all  before  it. 

However,  it  came  to  pass  that  the  society  did  not  “urge  with 
vehemence  the  sanitary  control  of  venereal  diseases,”  as  it  had  been 


peremptorily  called  upon  to  do.  Whether  this  circular  took  effect,  or 
there  was  really  no  danger,  we  cannot  tell.  We  are  satisfied  to  record 
the  fact  that  nothing  was  done. 


A similar  circular  was  issued  a week  afterwards,  in  view  of  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  a society  w^hich 
numbers  most  of  the  allopathic  doctors  of  the  States  among  its 
members.  In  its  programme  it  said— “ The  following  committees 
are  expected  to  report : On  proper  legislation  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
syphilis,  Dr.  Samuel  D.  Gross,  Pa.,  Chairman.”  This  committee 
had  been  appointed  at  Detroit,  in  1874,  when  Dr.  Gross  read  the 
address  on  Syphilis  from  which  we  have  already  given  ample  quota- 
tions. Its  report  ought  to  have  been  presented  in  1875,  hut  it  was 
not  forthcoming.  Neither  was  it  presented  in  1876 ; and  thus  the 
American  Medical  Association  has  not  yet  formed  a code  of  “ proper 
laws  to  prevent  the  spread  of  syphilis,'”  although  the  most  alarming 
statements  are  circulated  about  the  ravages  which  the  disease  is  com- 
mitting, and  Europe  has  an  old  and  varied  experience  in  this  kind  of 
legislation,  which  might,  if  it  be  worth  anything  at  all,  at  least  serve 
as  the  groundwork  of  a humble  experiment.  The  delay  may  be 
accounted  for,  perhaps,  by  the  abolition  of  tbe  St.  Louis  ordinance,  by 
the  influence  of  w'omeu,  and  by  the  impossibility  of  doing  anything 
without  its  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  people.  The  sole  experi- 
ment in  America  has  been  declared  a failure  ; the  women  are  im- 
placable in  their  hatred  of  licensing,  and  will  not  be  quiet ; and  the 
business  of  the  legislature  is  done  with  open  doors. 

Though  the  first  appointed  committee  was  almost  paralysed  by 
some  of  its  members,  it  contained  others  whose  zeal  in  the  cause  led 
them  to  give  us  the  most  valuable  help,  and  whose  })ersonal  kindness 
deserves  our  warmest  remembrance.  We  refer  to  the  Rev.  Andrew’ 
Longacre,  the  Rev.  Joseph  May,  and  Mr.  Enoch  Lewis.  We  are 
also  indebted  to  Bishop  Simpson,  to  Mr.  Rowland  (the  Secretary  of 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association),  to  Dr.  Hermon  Thomas,  to 
Mr.  Ingraham,  to  Mrs.  Harriet  French,  and  others,  for  their  courtesy 
and  assistance. 


26 


Mr,  V ilson  only  was  ablo  to  accept  an  invitation  from  Miss 
Anthony  t)  attend  a conference  at  the  Women’s  Suffrage  Kooma,  the 
interest  of  which  was  increased  by  the  presence  of  the  venerable  Mrs. 
Lucretia  T lott,  who  spoke  with  great  earnestness  of  the  importance  of 
our  missic  n. 

The  w ?ekly  meetings  of  the  clergy  were  also  utilized  by  Mr.  Gled- 
stone,  ant  thus  our  work  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  about  one 
hundred  md  fifty  Presbyterian,  Baptist,  and  Methodist  clergymen, 
and  some  amount  of  sympathy  awakened. 

The  II  ost  important  of  our  meetings  in  Philadelphia  was  one  held 
during  tbo  week  of  the  International  Temperance  Convention,  which 
was  atten(  ed  by  people  from  all  parts  of  America,  and  from  distant 
countries.  It  has  been  described  by  Mrs.  Powell,  of  Nev/  York,  in  a 
letter  to  J trs.  Butler,  far  better  than  we  can  do  it ; we  therefore  give 
that  part  -which  speaks  of  the  meeting  : — 

“ My  liUs  mnd  and  roypelf  liave  justretnrued  from  Pliiladelpliia,  where  we  have  boon 
attending  tli  i International  Temperance  Conference.  This  gathering  convened  ablo 
repret^eiitati  es  from  all  parts  of  onr  own  country,  and  many  from  abroad.  We  felt 
that  it  wouh  prove  aji  ausph-ions  week  for  Messrs.  Wil?on  and  Gledstone  to  present 
their  cause,  ,ud  so  it  proved.  They  held  an  excellent  meeting  there  last  Friday  even- 
ing, in  a Me  hodist  Church.  It  was  especially  valuable  for  its  representative  character, 
and  will  car  y their  thought  to  many  states  of  our  Union,  both  by  the  powtir  of  the 
spoken  wore  and  the  printed  tracts,  many  of  which  were  distnbuted.  It  was  a very 
impressive  i leeting.  The  power  of  the  Spirit  seemed  iu  very  truth  resting  upon  these 
men,  as  tiny  told  us  of  the  horrors  of  the  wicked  laws  against  which  they  came  to 
warn  iis  ; ai  d when  Mr.  Gledstone  closed  with  an  eloquent  and  touching  allusion  to 
the  human  .spects  of  the  problem,  there  were  tears  in  the  eyes  of  many,  both  men 

and  women.  , , ,r  r i ^ 

Mr.  Rii  per,  of  England  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wel'stood,  of  Scotland  ; Mrs.  I arker,  of 

Dundee  ; ot  r own  ‘ Mother’  Stewart,  of  Ohio;  Neal  Dow,  of  Maine  ; and  Mr.  Powell, 
of  New  Yorl  , also  spoke  briefly.  As  the  practical  result  of  the  meeting,  a committee 
was  appoint  id,  as  in  other  cities.  It  was,  tnily,  a service  to  America  to  send  us  these 
representati  ?es.  I trust  we  may  be  spared  the  shame  and  disgrace  of  such  unholy 
legislation,  mt  I am  fearful,  tor  its  advocates  are  fouud  here,  and  some  of  them  are 
influential.  But,  even  if  wc  avoid  the  legal  protection  of  this  great  sm,  we  need  to 
gird  ourselv  ts  for  a conflict  with  it,  which  can  never  be  victorious  till  we  estHbliah  an 
equal  stand;  rJ  of  purity  for  men  and  women,  and  lift  the  general  moral  tone  of  society 
thereby.” 

At  th(  close  of  tins  most  interesting  meeting  it  was  hastily  pro- 
posed and  announced  that  Mrs.  Parker  would  address  a gathenng  of 
women  oi  ly  the  tollowing  week.  V e understood  that  it  was  a useful 
opportuui  :y  for  securing  and  strengthening  the  interest  of  women  in 
the  work. 

The  ti  me  had  now  come  for  our  departure  homewards,  and  yet  we 
had  been  unable  to  visit  any  of  the  cities  of  the  west,  much  to  our 
disappoin  meut  and  regret.  W e had  also  a large  number  of  letters 
of  introdi  iction,  some  of  them  to  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  distant 
parts  of  t le  States,  which  we  had  not  delivered.  It  seemed  a pity  to 
bring  thei  a home  unused  ; w'e  therefore  forwarded  them  by  post,  and 
sent  alon^  with  them  a letter  of  our  own,  giving  an  explanation  of  the 
objects  of  aur  visit,  and  a selection  of  pamphlets. 

To  suia  up  our  work:  we  addressed  twenty-five  meetings,  several 
of  which  \ e had  to  organise  ourselves — that  is  to  say,  we  had  to  find 
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a room ; print  a circular  of  invitation,  signed  with  names  (from  six  to 
a dozen)  which  w’c  obtained  for  the  purpose  ; and  get  the  circulars 
addressed  and  sent  by  post.  We  made  about  150  calls  on  persons  to 
whem  we  had  letters  of  introduction.  We  distributed  thousands  of 
pamphlets;  and  what  we  had  left  over  of  the  large  stock  with  which 
we  were  supplied,  we  divided  into  portions  and  left  iu  charge  of  the 
committees  formed  in  the  several  cities,  to  be  distributed  by  them 
in  such  wise  as  they  may  deem  best.  Our  meetings  were  not  large 
— seldom  numbering  more  than  from  30  to  50  persons,  often  not 
so  many; — hut  we  have,  nevertheless,  reached  a large  number  of 
men  and  women,  who  will  make  themselves  felt  iu  any  time  of 
danger. 

One  great  danger,  possibly  the  greatest,  of  America’s  adopting 
the  regulation  system,  arises  from  the  confident  assurance  of  the 
people  generally  that  anything  so  had  dare  not  show  itself  among 
them.  The  lesson  from  past  instances,  where  it  has  actually  shown 
itself,  where  it  has  done  so  repeatedly  iu  the  same  place,  and  iu  one 
case  where  it  was  adopted  and  flourished  for  a few  years, — the  lesson 
from  all  this  is  hardly  perceived ; indeed,  the  facts  arc  little  known, 
and  therefore  it  is  not  surprising  that  their  moral  is  as  little  under- 
stood. It  has  had  some  influence,  we  believe,  with  such  a condition 
of  mind,  to  show  what  England  has  done,  and  what  she  is  sanctioning 
to-day.  It  has  had  some  effect  to  say  that  there  are  Englishmen  who 
cannot  believe  that  their  Parliament  has  ever  passed  such  laws  as  the 
Contagions  Diseases  Acts.  In  neither  case  will  blind  incredulity 
alter  the  fact ; and  our  American  friends  did  not  fail  to  see  that  enact- 
ments which  some  Englishmen  would  not  believe  their  country  guilty 
of  passing,  but  which  it  nevertheless  had  passed,  might  find  their 
way  into  the  laws  of  the  Eepublic. 

A second  cause  for  apprehension  is  found  in  the  tactics  which 
have  sometimes  been  adopted  by  anti-regulationists  in  resisting  regu- 
lation measures.  Instead  of  taking  their  stand  upon  the  only  safe 
ground,  that  it  is  not  the  business  of  the  State  to  frame  measures  and 
make  arrangements  in  order  to  protect  profligates  from  the  conse- 
quences of  their  own  voluntary  acts,  they  have  simply  insisted  that 
any  law  subjecting  prostitutes  to  supervision  and  inspection  should 
apply  to  men  also.  They  have  acted  as  if  the  one-sidedness  of  the 
law,  its  partiality  and  injustice,  were  worse  than  its  radical  immorality, 
its  constituting  the  State  a partner  in  the  guilt  of  the  man  and  the 
woman.  They  have  failed  to  see,  or,  at  any  rate,  they  have  failed  to 
show  to  others  that  they  saw,  that  all  regulative  measures,  whether 
men  are  or  are  not  included,  are  a violation  of  the  moral  law,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  accepted  by  the  nation.  The  method  of 
defence  employed  by  them  has  been  neither  sound  in  principle,  nor 
honest  in  profession,  nor  safe  iu  practice  ; that  is,  when  they  have 
asked  for  the  regulation  of  men,  and  did  not  sincerely  desire  it.  So 
far  as  they  have  done  this,  they  have,  by  implication,  taught  the 
public  mind  that  regulation,  under  the  condition  specified,  is  morally 
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right,  au<  would  prove  beneficial  both  in  a social  and  a sanitary  point 
of  view . 

The  V ew's  of  those  people  w'ho  propose  that  any  law  which  may  be 
adopted  ii  America  should  be  just  and  equal  in  its  treatment  of  men 
and  w”om'  n,  are  thus  stated  in  the  May  number  of  Scribner*8  Monthly ^ 
in  an  aricle  on  ‘‘Double  Crimes  and  One-sided  Law’s.”  “Some 
ladies  of  )ur  commonwealth  have  protested  against  a proposed  law  for 
some  SOI*  of  regulation  of  prostitution — putting  it  under  medical  sur- 
veillance And  they  are  right.  If  men  who  frequent  houses  of 
prostitut:  on  are  perniitted  to  go  forth  from  them  to  scatter  their 
disease  a id  their  moral  uncleanness  throughout  a pure  community, 
then  let  :he  w'omen  alone.  In  a case  like  this,  a mistake  of  legisla- 
tion maj  amount  to  a crime.  We  do  not  object  to  medical  surveil- 
lance, bu  it  should  touch  both  parties  to  the  social  sin.  No  law  that 
does  not  lo  this  will  ever  accomplish  anything  towards  the  cure  of 
prostituti  m.” 

The  j resentment  of  the  grand  jury  of  New  York,  already  quoted, 
(p.  15),  roused  this  journal  to  enter,  in  its  August  number,  an 
emphatic  protest  against  the  proposal  to  regulate  prostitution.  Nothing 
could  be  letter  than  its  exposure  of  the  purposes  and  wishes  of  the 
great  cro  vd  of  men  who  stand  behind  the  doctors  and  politicians  who 
plead  for  regulation.  Allowing  that  the  pleaders  mean  well,  the  “ great 
crowd  be  lind,”  says  the  magazine,  “ are  men  who  desire  to  commit 
crime  w’il  h impunity.  They  are  the  cold-blooded,  scoffing  foes  of  social 
purity.”  We  have  also  nothing  but  praise  for  its  earnest  remonstra.Acec 
with  “ Eigulationists.”  It  says  to  them,  “ It  is  indefinitely  and  ira- 
measura  »ly  to  increase  the  moral  side  of  the  evil,  which  you  and  all 
good  peo  )le  deplore,  by  legitimising  it,  and  by  diminishing  its  physical 
dangers.  The  laws  you  propose  would  bo  brush  heaped  upon  a bon- 
fire.” I ut  at  this  point  our  commendation  must  become  much  more 
qualified  for  although  w'e  believe  the  magazine  to  be  opposed  to  regu- 
lation, ai  d anxious  to  stave  it  off,  it  surrenders  principles  which  are 
sacred,  a ad  offers  suggestions  which  it  cannot  but  know  are  impractic- 
able witl  such  a police  force  as  exists  in  New  York,  or  for  the  matter 
of  that,  f uch  a police  force  as  exists  anywhere.  It  says  : “ Station  a 
policema  x at  every  brothel.  Compel  every  man  who  enters  to  register 
his  imim  and  residence,  and  report  himself  to  the  medical  authorities 
every  thiee  days  for  a month.  Provide  the  same  penalties,  the  same 
restrictio  as,  the  same  disgraces  and  painful  humiliations  for  one  party 
that  you  do  for  the  other,  and  then  see  what  would  come  of  it.”  We 
reply  tha  t nothing  would  come  of  it  but  more  police  corruption.  It 
thus  con  dudes  : “ When  our  grand  juries,  and  our  boards  of  health, 
our  medical  conventions,  and  our  legislators  are  ready  for  regulative 
laws  whi  h embrace  both  parties  in  the  social  crime,  we  shall  be  with 
them — ft  r such  laws  will  not  bo  simply  regulative — they  will  be 
curative.*  Until  then,  we  call  upon  all  good  people  to  oppose,  as  they 

• On  tl  is  point,  a friend  who  has  seen  the  proof  sheets  of  our  report  makes  the  fol- 
lowing ren  arks,  in  which  we  entirely  concur,  and  which  we  prefer  to  give  in  his  own 
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would  oppose  fire,  or  plague,  or  invasion,  every  attempt  to  give  us  the 
regulative  laws  which  have  debased  all  Europe,  and  from  which  many 
of  the  best  Europeans  are  trying  to  release  themselves.”  All  this 
writing  is  doing  the  work  of  the  “ regulationist  ” party.  Its  leaders 
already  profess  that  they  too  want  laws  W’hich  shall  bear  on  men  and 

women  alike.  Thus  Dr.  Gross,  in  his  pamphlet  on  syphilis,  says  : 

“ These  enactments  should  not  be  limited  to  the  female  sex ; they 
should  be  made  to  apply  equally  to  males.  Sailors  arriving  in  port, 
and  soldiers  stationed  in  barracks,  should  be  compelled  to  undergo 
thorough  inspection  before  they  are  permitted  to  resort  to  brothels  or 
houses  of  ill-fame;  and  every  infraction  of  law  should  be  visited  with 
condign  punishment.”  When  we  called  upon  this  gentleman,  at 
Philadelphia,  he  stated  the  same  thing  wdth  the  utmost  frankness. 
He  received  us  with  great  courtesy ; was  perfectly  open  in  dis- 
cussing the  w'hole  question  of  regulation ; and  said  that  he  would 
have  men  who  frequented  brothels  examined  by  the  prostitutes, 
while  the  prostitutes  should  he  examined  by  properly  appointed  doctors. 
He  would  have  all  sailors  and  steerage  passengers  who  come  into 
American  ports  examined  by  the  ship’s  doctor,  or  by  the  health  officers 
at  the  ports;  cabin  passengers,  being  “gentlemen,”  should  he 
exempt;  though,  as  he  admitted,  “gentlemen  do  sometimes  have 
venereal  disease.”  The  same  system  was  approvingly  expounded 
by  Dr.  Sims,  of  New  York,  in  his  address  to  the  American  Medical 
Association  this  year.*  It  will  also  be  remembered  by  students  of 

words  : “ The  root  of  tins  danger  lies  in  the  prevalent  erroneous  idea  that  the  regulation 
system  in  some  way  regards  female  i rofligacy  as  an  offence  which  it  aims  to  put  down 
by  attaching  penalties  to  prostitution.  Few  persons  whose  attention  is  newlv  or 
superficially  directed  to  the  question  can  at  once  divest  themselves  of  this  idea.  Tbev 
are  liable  to  lay  too  much  stress  on  the  injustice  of  what  they  suppose  to  be  punishing 
only  one  of  two  equally  guilty  parties  to  an  offence,  and  they  are  liable  to  demand  the 
extension  of  the  so-called  pmiishment  to  both,  rather  than  to  recognise  the  radical 
wickedness  of  a system  whose  injustice  is  not  tlie  primary  wrong,  but  only  a cowardly 
addition  to  it. 

“ So  soon,  however,  as  it  is  clearly  rnderstood  that  the  essence  of  this  system  is  the 
‘ surveillance*  and  ‘regulation  ’ of  profligacy,  in  order  that  it  maybe  healthily,  and, 
perhaps,  decently  practised,  so  soon  is  it  seen  that  whatever  penalties  it  imposes  are* 
only  directed  to  keeping  it  within  the  legal  channel  in  which  it  may  be  carried  on  to 
any  extent  as  a lawful  ‘ industry.’  Then,  and  not  till  then,  is  it  perceived  that  the 
extension  of  the  regulations  to  men  as  well  as  to  women,  while  it  would  remedy  a 
cowardly  inequality,  would  only  the  more  completely  establish  the  trade  under  what 
‘ Kegulationists  ’ might  exultingly  describe  as  equitable  regulation  and  control. 

“ ‘ Kegulationists*  well  know  the  support  that  their  schemes  derive  from  this  idea 
of  their  penal  intention,  and  they  carefully  foster  it  by  introducing  them  as  police 

measures  for  the  suppression  of  brothels— for  the  ‘ lessening  of  the  social  evil  * for 

suppressing  prostitution— and  the  like.  But  when  the  meaning  of  these  phrases  is 
sought  in  the  measure-j  themselves,  they  are  found  to  signify  the  suppression  of 
unauthorised  brothels — the  lessening  of  the  sajiitary  risks  of  the  social  evil— the 
repression  of  uninspected  prostitution— in  short,  the  surveillance  and  regulation  of 
profligacy  for  the  hygienic  protection  of  profligates,  carried  out  under  false  pretences. 

Let  the  system  be  stripped  of  this  penal  cloak,  and  the  chances  of  its  being  accepted, 
even  when  made  ‘ 0/1  in  f U 1 * loill  Ito  T.  n ....  /I  I in  • m i r.  It  n/l  it  ^ ^ ..  I i.  .1 


destroyed.” 


equitable,’  will  he  very  much  diminished,  if  not  altogether 


• This  addresB  has  been  published  in  London  since  our  return  home,  and  contains 
the  following  significant  passages  : — “ I have  not  time  to  speak  of  what  has  been  done 
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‘‘ Regu  iitioniBt policy  that  it  is  one  of  the  new  suggostions  of 
Contimatal  specialists  to  make  the  law  apply  to  men  also. 

All  -his  is  a bliud.  The  inclusion  of  men  will  not  bo  made  in  any 
place  St  ve  on  the  paper  on  which  the  enactments  are  writhm.  It  is 
evident  that  some  of  our  friends  have  been  playing  with  edged  tools. 
"While  they  saved  California,  Washington,  and  New  York,  by  demand- 
ing, as  wo  have  told  in  our  uari'ative,  an  etjual  law,  they  are  now 
compel  ed  to  face  that  equal  law,  and  to  say  whether  they  will 
accept  >r  reject  it.  There  is  time  for  a change  of  view  and  for  con- 
sequent change  of  action,  and  we  earnestly  trust  it  wid  be  well 
employ  *d. 

Thor  3 are,  on  the  other  hand,  many  things  which  cause  us  to  hope 
that  a ) ountry  so  lull  of  ])romiseto  all  lovers  of  truth  and  progress  as 
is  Ame:ica.  will  be  spared  the  shame  and  humiliation  of  having  the 
unholy  provisions  of  a system  for  regulating  vice  introduetd  into  its 
laws.  In  the  first  place,  the  country  is  too  large  to  give  any  hope  of 
a Kucce  sful  experiment.  The  law  would  have  to  be  passed  in  every 
State,  ind  the  only  State,  Missouri,  which  has  yet  sanctioned  it,  has 
also  dec  lared,  after  further  thought,  that  it  is  unconstitutiomd.  Even  if 

in  Franc  aud  Enj^lanJ  for  tlie  prevenLi  ii  ot  tlic*  spread  of  Byptnlis.  SufVice  it  to  soy, 
that  the  dan  adopted  there  ia  not  the  one  for  ua.  We  waot  uo  leKialation  tliat  looks 
to  liceusi  prostitution  us  in  France,  h*  d we  wa  t no  such  pariial  legishitiuu  as  we 
iiud  in  ti  e **  Oontagioua  Diseases  Act  ” of  Kurland.  Wo  would  not  outruf'o  reli;;ious 
eeiitiiuoi: ; hy  adopting  a system  of  fostering  vice ; uor  should  wo  huijject  the  hardy 
soldier,  ( veu  for  his  own  good,  to  invidious  lestrictious  uot  imposed  upon  others  in 
the  comi  luuity.  Besides,  how  absurd  would  tlio  English  Rystem  work  With  us,  w'heu 
w’e  have  )ut  a nominal  army,  and  that  scattered  ov<.r  the  frontier,  away  from  the 
pale  of  c vilisation  and  its  worst  vices.  Class  legislation  in  any  shape,  and  for  any 
purpose,  is  distasteful  to  the  people  of  any  country,  and  especially  of  oiu>, 

\Ve  LI  ust  then  manage  to  get  the  control  of  the  men  who  are  likely  to  import  the 
poison,  s ad  wo  must  get  equal  control  over  the  women  who  will  assuredly  disseminate 
it  throu^  a the  community. 

Thor*  can  bo  no  dillorenco  of  opinion  among  us  regarding  the  two  following 
propositi  ms  : — 

(1st)  Wo  want  a system  of  sanitary  inspection  and  control  that  wi  1 enable  ua 
to  prevent  the  importation  of  syphilia  from  abroad. 

(‘2nd)  We  want  a system  of  sanitary  inspection  and  contrvd  that  will  enable  ua  to 
take  charge  of  the  subjects  of  syphilis  at  home,  and  prevent  them  from 
spreading  it  through  the  community. 

On  all  B earners,  or  sailing  vossais,  whether  foreign  or  coastwise,  entering  port,  the 
surgeon  »f  the  vessel  should  be  required  to  make  affidavit  that  ho  had  examined 
personal  y every  seaman,  and  every  male  steerage  passenger,  on  the  day  preceding 
their  arr.  val  in  port,  and  that  there  was  uo  case  of  cholera,  small-pox,  yellow  fever, 
syphilis,  jcariatina,  or  other  infectious  disease  aboard.  If  there  should  be  syphilis, 
then  the  subjects  of  it  should  be  taken  in  charge  by  the  board  of  health,  and  sent  to 
hospital  or  treatment,  to  bo  retained  there  till  cured,  or  be  returned  to  the  vessel 
from  whi  ih  they  were  taken,  whenever  said  vessel  should  ho  ready  to  sail  from  port 
again.  1 i said  vessel  bad  no  surgeon  aboard,  then  it  should  devolve  upon  the  quaran- 
t:iie  offic  V to  examine  every  sailor  and  every  steerage  passenger,  before  landing,  and 
to  send  my  and  every  case  of  syphilis  to  hospital  for  treatment.  On  all  vessels, 
foreign  a;  d coastwise,  the  quarantine  officer  should  possess  the  same  power  of  per- 
sonal ins  »ectiou  and  detention. 

» * « • • « 

In  the  M tropolitau  Health  Board,  we  find  everything  already  prepared  for  engraft- 
ing this  * inendment  upon  its  organic  laws.  Let  us  therefore  pledge  ourselves  never 
to  relax  c ir  efforts  till  we  accomplish  this  great  and  good  work.” 
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every  State  were  to  adopt  tbo  system,  that  would  not  necessarily  imply 
its  permanent  establishment ; for  iii  America  they  are  as  quick  at 
repealing  as  at  making  laws.  Thus  fur  their  own  precedents  are 
opposed  to  licensing ; for  whatever  may  he  said  by  doctors,  in 
explanation  of  the  repeal  of  the  St.  Louis  ordinance,  the  public  will, 
as  a rule,  believe  that  its  repeal  was  owing  to  its  uselessness. 

The  Americans  have  shown  that,  if  this  he  not  yet  a live 
question,”  they  are  alive  when  it  turns  up.  In  every  place  where  it 
lias  appeared  they  have  attacked  it  so  boldly  and  so  skilfully,  with  pen 
and  tongue,  that  it  has  been  compelled  to  retreat.  Their  pamphlets 
are  as  good  as,  perhaps  better  than,  English  pamphlets,  for  what  they 
call  ^‘campaign  purposes;”  and  already  Mrs.  Gay,  and  Mrs.  Shaw, 
of  Staten  Island,  are  raising  a fund  for  the  purpose  of  printing  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  them  for  use  in  the  coming  struggle  in  New 
York  State. 


We  have  often  had  occasion  to  speak  of  the  women  of  the  United 
States  as  being  opposed  to  the  legalisation  of  prostitution,  but  in  our 
enumeration  of  hopeful  signs  they  deserve  special  mention.  They 
will  never,  save  perhaps  in  exceptional  cases,  be  blinded  by  artfully 
put  phrases ; and  they  will  never  be  made  afraid  of  touching  what 
some  call  an  improper  question.  They  defeated  the  attem]>ts  at  legis- 
lation in  California,  in  Illinois,  in  renns3'lv:mla,  and  in  New  York; 
and  it  was  largely  owing  to  them  that  it  was  cast  out  of  Mis- 
souri. They  have  also  the  additional  advantage  of  numbering  almost 
the  whole  of  the  2500  women  doctors  on  their  side ; hence  thev  are 
not  to  be  put  down  as  ignorant  of  disease. 

The  attitude  of  a large  number  of  medical  men  will  always  make 
the  enactment  of  regulation  laws  a difficult  thing  in  America.  So  far 
as  wo  could  learn,  the  profession  is  much  more  evenly  divided  on  this 
question  than  it  is  in  England  or  on  the  Continent. 

The  press  will  not  maintain  a “conspiracy  of  silence,”  and  what- 
ever is  done  will  have  to  meet  fierce  criticism. 

We  believe  that  the  Church,  in  ail  sections  of  it,  will  be  opposed 
openly  and  actively  to  regulation,  whenever  there  is  occasion  to  speak 
out,  hi  St,  Louis,  Protestants  and  Catholics  joined  in  seeking  the 
repeal  of  the  odious  ordinance.  Dr.  Gross  has  warned  his  friends 
that  the  “greatest  opposition  to  the  enactment  and  the  efficieut  eu- 
forcement  of  a law  licensing  prostitution  would  necessarily  come  from 
the  clergy  and  other  religious  people.” 


As  to  what  ought  to  be  done  next,  there  arc  two  suggestions 
which  we  venture  to  submit  to  the  Committee  of  the  Federation  for 
their  consideration.  (1.)  A letter  might  be  prepared  and  circulated 
in  America,  calling  attention  to  the  immorality  of  all  licensing  laws, 
whether  applied  to  women  alone,  or  equally  to  men  and  women ; and 
pointing  out  the  folly  of  contending  against  regulation  hy  simply  in- 
sisting that  a law  which  is  applied  to  only  one  of  two  transgressors 
should  be  applied  to  both.  We  took  every  opportunity  of  doing  this 
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in  our  a(  'Iressea  and  conversations;  hut  our  words  will  ho  strengthened 
if  the  CO  nmitteo  also  say  that  there  is  no  right  or  safe  way  of  meet- 
ing regi  lation  but  hy  positive,  point-blank  refusal,  not  by  alternative 
measure  u (2.)  The  branch  committees  of  the  Federation  which  have 
been  fon  leJ  in  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelpliia,  and  Washington, 
might  b > asked  to  divide  the  country  among  them,  each  taking  a 
portion  md  trying  to  establish  other  committees  in  important  towns. 
Thus  th  3 whole  country  would  be  covered  with  vigilance  committees, 
to  raise  the  alarm  in  time  of  danger;  and  out  of  them  wdl  grow'  in 
due  tim  i a National  Organisation  as  the  American  b**anch  of  the 
PYalcratim.  America  would  thus  l)e  enlisted  with  England  in  this 
crusade  against  legalised  prostitution  in  the  first  place,  and  then 
against  prostitution  in  all  other  forms.  We  deeply  felt,  when  we 
got  into  our  work,  that  hut  little  good  would  he  done  if  wo  could  only 
call  upo  i the  people  to  guard  against  an  evil  which  may  or  may  not 
come  to  them  ; whereas,  if  they  could  be  got  to  act  along  with  the 
hederutini,  or  rather  as  part  of  it,  they  would  always  be  awake  to 
their  ho  ue  danger,  while  doing  good  service  to  humanity  at  large. 
America  may  be  assumed  to  be  opposed  to  regulation  ; indeed,  it 
is  no  a:  sumption,  but  a fact;  and  the  fact  should  he  made  promi- 
nent, ah  )uld  be  set  in  its  riglit  light  before  the  world.  This  can  be 
done  me  tit  effectually  by  securing  co-operation  from  America,  in  attack- 
ing the  ancient  strongholds  of  lust.  And  tliere  are  the  strongest 
reasons  or  asking  for  such  co-operation,  since  Europe  is  constantly 
bending  hosts  of  men  and  women  to  \u  . pie  the  new  world,  all  of  whom 
carry  wi  h them  the  habits,  ti*e  principles, the  prejudices,  the  preposses- 
sions, St  mething  of  tlie  moral  atuiospliere  of  the  countries  in  which 
they  WCI3  born  and  Ijred.  The  purification  of  Europe  from  any  moral 
pollutioj  is  the  purification  of  one  of  the  fountains  of  American  life. 
There  is  also  the  direct  iniluence  of  European  habits  upon  Americans 
themsel’  es,  when  they  visit  the  Continent,  as  they  do  in  largo  num- 
bers eve  ‘V  year.  We  could  give  instances  in  which  such  visits  have 
not  effected  any  improvement  in  morals,  and,  doubtless,  they  might  he 
found  ii  very  large  numbers,  if  sought  for.  It  is  tlierefore  right 
to  ask  Americans  whether  they  wish  their  sons  to  run  the  gauntlet  of 
the  tem]‘tations  which  h'galised  vice  offers,  when  they  come  to  visit 
the  grea  . cities  on  this  side  of  the  w'orld  ? 

Anoiher  advantage  of  this  union  would  be  the  simultaneous 
educatio  i of  all  civilised  countries  in  the  great  question  of  what  is  to  be 
done  to  uitigate  and  ultimately  to  abolish  prostitution  in  ail  forms. 
America  should  learn  with  Europe.  Wo  were  often  met  with  the 
enquiry--"  What  shall  we  do?  we  must  do  aoinething and  this 
enquiry  *au  only  he  satisfied  w’hen  the  nature  and  causes  of  prostitu- 
tion are  better  uuderstooti.  ^V'u  could  say  what  is  being  done  in 
England,  and  perhaps  it  might  give  some  feeble  aid  to  the  thoughts  of 
our  frien  Is  ; but  good  men  everywhere  have  a common  lesson  to  learn, 
and  they  will  learn  it  best  by  working  together  at  this  first  task  that 
presents  itself— the  abolition  of  all  laws  which  sanction  vice. 
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